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^'^ TO THE REA»S!ft. 

Tnfi Christian ei^perience imfolded is 
lius little Tolume, is one among the cloud 
t^ wittfeirs^ that confirm the truth ; mnd 
prove that the Economy of the grace of 
God^ with few yariations, is the same 
in all. them that believe. From these few 
pages, much Scripture knowledge may 
be gathered— touch spiritual instruction 
unto edification. The evidences of a 
genuine conversion unto God contained 
therein, and the progressive develope- 
ments of that divine workmanship — 
bearing light to the understanding, and 
increasing love to the heart, exhibit a 
striking portraiture of the vital character 
of regeneiration in its inward workings, 
operations, and effects. 
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Hie CStemtktfti leader^ wili hent be w« 
nwided -^ tlM ^patkaisB} long auAferaogV 
and • forbeanoce of Gbod towaids Idm^ 
dm&ig fStte yenrfi of his ignaraaee**-!lfa^ 
itimer ifted loye of Qod te him in the day 
he fijral knew Hm^ or rather was kBOwn 
of Hua — Ihe divine £uthfidne8s and 
power in his after pceaervalion — m eni 
abliAg him to hoU on faia way — and^ 
withal, the wisdom of God in oontinimi^ 
to fi^ame — ^to mould — to matoie — to fie 
hipi for heaven — ^for the ^'idieritanw 
incorruptible and undefiled^ and that 
fisideth not away, reserved in heaven &r 
you who are kqpt hy the power of God 
through faidi unto salvation, leady tmlie 
revealedin the last tame" (IB^L.4,.5). : 

Let the aged ei^peciaUy pause and re- 
flect— try, hi^professifm and his fidthhy 
this Scripture rule — ^rememheringthf^ ex- 



GBPT vrUeh constitttitoi tbe pmkte of our 
Ji^ogti to liibt all-inqicMrtant wotk — *^eweept 
dt'vatTi be bom -again he- cannot see the 
lufigdon .of God" ^dui iii. 3). The 
yoiHig may die-«*-bat those adratieed in 
jreara imtf^ die fAortiy^^^^and if they (Ue 
Mb. in the Lord, they will die et^mallif. 
Let tJien llie aged beware and look well 
toiit) epd/ seek) by earnest prayer^ the 
9|0ed> pilgxim*8 God, whose memoirs they 
bire read ;. that/ in the day of his appear* 
k^ .^ ibity may be found in Christ JesuB, 
Qtfiiiairiiig their own righteousness, but 
the lightoottsneffi which is of God by 
fcj43i" (Romans m. 2», and PhiKp. iii. 9) 
^^Htbe 'best^-^e only preparation for a 
peaCeM deaths and a bHssfiil eternity. 

JAMES THOMAS HOLLOWAY, 



ajKiJiaxsitdoc^.pf ib^ g9^as^li vhpE^ mvex;^ 
^oMngtikW^iin iWyulffitii^^d dh att^^f 

may; J trtuslvhaYe tlsie effect o£ draw;^^ 
the rQad<$r'a attention to the ho][^ tluM;^ 
boa b^en gfvf n tivn^i and the animal, 
am prepaKkd with^ if qaestion^das t^^b^, 
reasofiof it <1 Peter iiL lj)«. . ..., 

To add to what Dr, HoUnway ij^j 
gaid» may appear a work of pupetBTPfi 
gatioa: but aft the people 4?f, Cetijar^ 
PUlip]^^ according to the evangelists^ 
Matth0w^ Mark) eaid Luk^^ weneidiviide^ 
m theif .•0{Hnipn& a&i to who Jeeus was.^ 
80y alao those of the present, day^ wM 
tlank o£ Him at aU# think 4i|Perentiy.« 
I wptild dberefaie avail myself o€ t2ii| 
opponunity of h^whly adjuring al^auclji^. 



in iht' "wdtA^ of th^ prophet^ as tHey 
tetldM tU^peft<^e an^ comfyrt, no longer 
to •" hkft between two opinions" (I Kinga 
xyiH. 31)/ and fb^dlwith trjr th^mselveB 
ai^ Jeslis tried tbe Pharisees, (Matthew 
Mfi. 42) "^what tMnk ye o/^€»f-«^?-— 
on which question, propounded to them 
by Jesus, the devout Mr. John Newton 
cotistructed the following very appro- 
priate paraphrase ; which cannot fail to 
interest those, who in the confidence of 
finding all m f»eU as can be expected, 
and living in the hope of a farther ad- 
vance towards perfection — ^** forgetting 
^ose things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are 
before— press towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus^(Philipp. iii. 13, 14), and so are not 
deterred from looking into themselves. 

A. G. 
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" Whmt think ye of Christ ?** U the test 

To try both your state and your scheme ; 
You cannot be right in the rest, 

Unless yon think rightly of Him. 
As Jesus appears in your view. 

As He is beloved or not. 
So God is disposed to yoU> 

And tntrey or wrath is your lot. 

Some take Him a ck^ture to be, 

A man, of an ungel at most; 
Sure those have not feelings like me, 

Nor know themselves wretched and lost. 
80 guilty, so helpleSs am I, 

I durst not confide in his blood, 
Nor on his protection rely. 

Unless I were sore He is God. 

Some style Him the Pearl of great price, 

And say He's the Fountain of joys. 
Yet feed upon folly and yice* 

And cleave to the world and its toys. 
Like Judas, the Saviont they kiss, 

Andi while they salute I£m« betray; 
Ah ! what will profession like this 

Avail in His terrible day ? 

If ask'd what of Jesus / think, 
Though stni my beitt thoughts are b\it poi>t; 
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I SAT H.|.'9 MT MMJ^T Al«9 MT D1IDCK» 
My Life, and my Stmngth, and wt Store ; 

Mt Shbphird» my Husbamo. mt Fbuskpi; 
My Saviour from 9(n anj^ from thrall; 

My Hope from bbqin^tinq to end ; 
My Portion, my hQRO, anp my Ali*. 

The Christian, in tbos^ palsied com- 
fortlesji frames with which he is occasion- 
ally visited, and appear to be appointed 
as trials of bis constancy, and, when sanc- 
tified, ave useful test3 of bis faith, is 
electrified, as it were, by but the mention^ 
with due reverence,, of that adorable 
Name, so little esteemed by the many ; 
but to the few who know it, and feel its 
mystical power> endeared by the tender 
ties of Mediator and Peace^maker be- 
tween them and their offended and, with- 
out its inter ventiouj^ implacable God. The 
above-quoted Mr. NewtQ<i> musing on its 
enchanting influence^ pours out his enrap- 
tured soul in the following happy strain: — 
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How sweet the mrae of Jecos somidi 

In a believer's ear I 
It soothes his sorrows, beak his wounds, 

And casteth out his fear. 

It makes the wounded spirit whole. 
And calms the troubled breast ; 

Tis manna to the hungry soul. 
And, to the weary, rest. 

Deu Name ! the rock on which I boild. 

My shield and hiding-place ; 
My never-foiling treasury, filled 

With boundless stores of grace. 

By Thee my prayers acceptance gain. 

Although with sin defiled ; 
Satan accuses me in vain. 

And I am own'd a child. 

Jisus I HT Shkpherd, Husbakd, FRismi, 
Mt Prophet, Priest, and King I 

Mt Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring. 

Weak is the effort of my heart. 
And cold my warmest thought; 

But when I see thee as thou art, 
ril praise thee ss I ought. 

Till then I would thy love proclaim 

With every fleeting breath ; 
And may the music of thy name 

Refresh my soul in death I 
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PREFACE. 



TO MY OCTOGENARIAN BROTHERS 
AND SISTERS. 

Dear Friends, 

It was the farthest from my 
expectation, when I embodied certain of 
my meditations in the following form, that 
they would ever meet your eye through 
the press, but it has been ordered other- 
wise ; and being truly the outpouring of 
a soul grateful for the pai^t, ^d taking 
wing for the Realization pf . its hopes for 



the future through the blood of our 
blessed Saviour^ and sometimes, as it 
were, fluttering in a state bordering on 
uncertainty whether it was, or was not 
still manacled to its old companion in sin, 
such of you as have '' tasted that the 
Lord is gracious/' and are '^ looking for 
his glorious appearing,'* will mourn and 
rejoice with your cotemporary alternately 
as, under the varying circumstances of 
his experience, it may be found to coa- 
lesce with your own. 

To youy kindred souls, I have no more 
to say ; and it may be thought, by those 
who know no better, that it would ill 
become me, who have been but lately 
brought to light out of a long life of worse 
than Egyptian darkness, to dogmatize on 
the folly and madness of those of our 
standing from whom we have ''come 



ottt" (2 Cor. yi. 17) ; Fbo, as 3t. John 
describes them^ are *' lovers of darkness 
ratber than light/' But I may do them 
a friendly tum^ by calling their attention 
to their critical att}tu(jLe« on the thi^e^hold 
of eternity, perfect ^rex^s .of buman na* 
ture, vith (as I have elsewhere observed*) 
one foot in this world and the other in 
the next^ still tenaciously clinging to that 
they are leaving, with a fearful anticipa- 
tion (as well they may) of the change that 
awaits them in that whither they are 
hastening, if they ever bestpw a thought 
upon the subject. 

Nor dol, still but a nursling in tljie school 
of Christ, and a very dull scholar, claim 
any right to preach to them ; but, on the 
authority of God*s word I may tell them, 

* Lbttxr to an Aged Friend, page 16. 
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that, although (like the fourth Earl of 
Chesterfield, whose politeness kept its 
ascendancy in his death*) they may die 
like well-bred ladies and gentlemen, ex- 
tolled by their ignorant admiring friends 
as patterns of resignation, there can be 
but little hope in their death as Chris- 
tians. 

Desperate as such a case may be, how- 
ever, in mortal eyes, nothing is impoaaible 
to God, and even ihey may find merc^ ; 



* His biographer says, " Jast before his Lordship 
expired, Mr. DayroUes -was announced. The Earl just 
found strength enough in a faint voice to say, Gioe Mr. 
DayroUes a chair. These were the last words he was 
heard to speak ; they were very characteristic, and Dr. 
'Warren, who was then in the room, said. His good 
breeding only quits him with his life." Fit panegyric 
for such a death ! See some interesting particulars of 
that popular but unhappy nobleman's declining years, 
in Letter to an Aged F^riend, at page 39, and at page 
101, et seq. 



hnt, although we have an assurance thaC 
genuine repentance at the eleventh hour 
will meet with acceptance, we nowhere 
find salvation ensured when neglected 
until the twelfth^ excepting in the soli- 
tary instance of the thief on the cross, 
which being the only one, seems to have 
been recorded just to prevent despair 
on the one hand, and presumption on 
the other; but surely no man in his right 
senses will leave his soul to such ad 
issue. 

Few are ignorant that repentance is 
necessary, and many seriously intend it, 
but amuse themselves in a spirit of pro- 
crastination, no doubt often fatal to their 
purpose, and defer it from time to time, 
until at length, if they be not suddenly 
called away in their sins, it is perhaps 
reluctantly wrung from them to quiet 
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their ccmsciences on 9 de^th bed ; but, if 
their lives and conversation, when in 
healthy have been at variance with the 
hopeful tokens which then appear, there 
is reason to doubt their sincerity and 
efficacy, and to suspect that even, if sin- 
cere, they have their origin in a slavish 
fear of future punishment, rather than a 
well grounded and lively hope of pardon 
through the blood of a Redieemer ; ajnd 
the final state of that man is worse than 
doubtful. 

Of this I had sometime ago a painful 
illustration, in the experience of a vene- 
rable minister of the Established Church, 
who told me that, of a great many sick 
^nd suffering people whom he had at- 
tended in his long practice, and had, 
when stretched on their beds in a help- 
less state, evinced the most promising 



symptoms of repentance and contrition 
for their mis-spent time when in health, 
impressing him with the most favourable 
hopes of their condition, only one of the 
survivors persevered in a course of amend- 
ment. 

Let me therefore, humbly but fervently, 
adjure you, my yet thoughtless, deluded, 
hoary-headed fellow-sinners, to lay this 
subject seriously to heart ; to ** seek the 
Lord while he may be found, to call upon 
him while he is near" (Isaiah Iv. 6), lest 
the time come when '^ no place will be * 
found for repentance, although you seek 
it carefully with tears" (Heb. xii. 17; 
Prov. i. 24 to 28) ; lest, like the fooUsh 
virgins, you have to look for oil when the 
Bridegroom comes, who will then dis- 
claim all knowledge of you ! ** Watch, 
therefore, for ye know neither the day 
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nor the hour when the Son of Man 
Cometh" (Matt xxv. 10 to 13). '' Seek 
the thmgs that belong to your peace, be- 
fore they be hid from your eyes'* (Luke 
xix. 42). Yesterday is past, and the 
morrow you may never see; therefore 
*' now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of salvation " {2 Cor. vi. 2). 

I have not, like Paul, been ordained to 
the high office of planting, nor of water*, 
ing, like Apollos; but I have thus put 
my feeble hand to the- plough (Luke iz« 
' 62), and if I shall be honored by Him 
who ^* giveth the increase" as the humble 
instrument of penetrating a barren soil, 
incrusted in an eighty years' frost, and 
opening up but one furrow to the rays of 
the '^Sun of Righteousness," and the 
fertilizing dew of his Gospel, where all 
had been apparently "reserved to the 
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blackness of darkness for ever" (Jude 
13), to Him " who worketh in us to will 
and to do of his good pleasure " (Phill. 
ii. 13)^ be all the praise of '' delivering 
you from the bondage of corruption to 
the glorious liberty of the children of 
God" (Rom. viii. 21). 

I hope that« in this summary allusion 
to the case of those who are still without 
the pale of that commonwealth, aliens to 
its delightful — ^its inestimable privileges 
tad iminunities, something may be blessed 
to them as a word in season ; and that, 
after being so long ^* strangers from the 
covenants of promise, havii^ no hope, and 
without God in the ^orld, the middle 
wall of pfartition being broken down/' 
they who are now " far off," late as 
it is, tnay yet be ''made nigh by the 
blood of Christ" (Eph. ii. 12, 13, 14)^ 
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and in that hope I take leave to sub- 
scribe myself, 

Dear Friends, far and near, 

Your very sincere well-wisher in 
the bonds of Christian charity, 

A. G. 



O, ye that are " far off," old and 
YOUNG, listen to the Gospel invitation ! 
(Matt. xi. 28, 29, SO.) See your Saviour's 
outstretched arms, not fixed in that pos- 
ture as on the cross, but ready to clasp 
you to his bosom (Isa. xl. 11). And, for 
your further encouragement. He says, in 
John vi. 37, *' him that cometh to me I 
will in nowise cast out." No, he will 
not only not cast you out, but will run 
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and meet you a great way off, as the 
prodigal's father met his repentant son. 
See the beautiful and instructive parable 
in the 15th chapter of St. Luke^ from the 
11th verse to the end. Therefore, 

Go, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore, 

Jesus ready stands to save you. 
Full of pity, love and power. 

Let not conscience make you linger, 

Nor of fitness fondly dream ; 
AH the fitness he requireth 

Is to feel your need of Him. 

Lo 1 th' incarnate God, ascended. 

Pleads the merit of his blood ; 
Venture on Him, venture wholly, — 

I^t no other trust intrude 

A.G. 



B 



London, Street, 11th Nov. 1836. 



To * * *'* * ««««♦«« 



My dear Friend, 

I have been of late, every re- 
volving year, more and more seriously im- 
pressed by thoughts of the great change 
I must soon — very soon — ^undergo: an 
awful change to the best man that ever 
lived — a change from time to eternity — 
the contemplation of which, would be 
indeed dreadful to the convinced sinner, 
did not the same Spirit that carries con- 
viction to his heart and conscience, and 
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brings him to his knees imploring par- 
don, at the same time lead him to the foot 
of the cross, and there shew him remis- 
sion of all the penalties of the broken 
and, without the interposition of a Me- 
diator, the merciless law of God. 

But the approach of this day, which 
ushers me into my eighty-second year, thus 
at length attenuates my Ufe to a hair's 
breadth, which had long since shrunk from 
its original span to a hand breadth. It 
has, for some time past, occupied my 
mind, to the exclusion of every other 
thought as much as possible, and not in 
vain ; for I am happily become, under the 
tuition of One who " teacheth to profit" 
(Isa. xlviii. 17), so familiar with a subject 
of all others the most repulsive to most 
people, that I really know no sensation 
that deserves the name of cheerfulness, if 



17 

not pleasurci but in die meditation of it> 
with as little intermission as the lawful 
attention to my trifling secular affitirs 
admits. Every day is now indeed in some 
measure, a Sahbath to me ; — a foretaste 
of that Sabbath day which will never be 
invaded by the encroachment of any 
night. 

To refresh my memory, and secure my 
dispersed occasional reflections on the 
past,the present, and the future, I commit- 
ted them to writing as they occurred, and 
having arranged them as in the accom- 
jpanying paper, have thrown them into the 
form of a Letter to your address, of which 
I request your acceptance, as a small 
legacy in acknowledgment of the pleasure 
enjoyed in your long and constant friend- 
shq), by one still in this world, indeed ; 
but who, on as impartial an examination 

b3 
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ot his habitual frame of mind, as he is 
able to give to such a question^ finds 
reason to conclude, is as little of this 
world as is generally allowed to human 
infirmity. 

Here I may remark one great differ^ 
6nce between the man whose mind is 
habitually heaven-wards , and him whose 
mind is habitually on the things of this 
life. Hastiness of temper, and other 
specimens of what he is by nature — ^un- 
becoming and at variance with his pro- 
fession, will sometimes appear in the life 
of the former; and are eagerly marked 
by the latter, (like " scurvy flies settUng 
upon sores,'**) as tokens that his apparent 
sanctity and conversation is all hypocrisy; 
whereas they are only symptoms of that 

* Archbishop I.eightun. 
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infirmity^ of which we find numberless 
instances in God's greatest favourites re** 
corded in the Scriptures, to prevent, it 
would appear, his people of all ages from 
being unreasonably severe on themselves 
on such occasions. They are, in short, 
but specks — foul specks indeed — on a 
chaste fair ground; a few tares in a 
field of wheat — barren spots in a rich 
soil. 

In the man of the world, occasional fits 
of devotion and concern for the interests 
of his soul may be, and perhaps often are, 
awakened by alarming illness— the death 
of a friend and the solemnity of his funeral 
— a searching sermon from the pulpit, or 
otherwise; but not being ** rooted and 
built up, and established" in him (Col. ii. 
7), and being contrary to his habit, though 
sincere at the time, they vanish like the 
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" morning cloud and early dew** (Hosea 
xiii. S), with the occasion which excited 
them. Archbishop Leighton, in his pithy 
manner, compares such evanescent ex-- 
crescences on a soil so uncongenial, to 
''clusters of grapes hung upon a thorn 
bush, but not growit^ on it.'* They ar^ 
as a few ears of wheat in afieid of tares 
'^verdant spots in a desert. 

I have no expectation that, engaged aa 
I know you to be, you can now find time 
er patience to wade through the accom« 
panying scrawl. If you be spared, and in 
the meantime honor it with a place in your 
pigeon-hole, you may perhaps read it by 
and bye more conveniently. The subject 
of it is the oil of another life; which il) 
accords with the turbid restless waters of 
this, in which we all aredoomed to dabble 
more or less while it lasts ; but, 



Oh, for a closer walk with God, 

A calm and heavenly frame, 
A light to shine upon the road, 

That leads us to the Lamb. 

The dearest idol we have known, 

Whatever that idol be. 
Help us to tear it from thy throne, 

And worship only Thee. 

So shall our walk be close with God, 

Calm and serene our frame ; 
So purer light shall mark the road 

That leads us to the Lamb. 

You will be much better off than me, 
if at my time of life you cah look behind 
you with any complacency ; but I cannot 
prefer a better wish for you, than that 
you may then, if not sooner, have as much 
comfort in looking be/ore you as has been 
imparted to me, out of the grand store- 
house of all comfort — even the tender 
bowels of the loving Redeemer of lost man* 
kind ; to whose name be ascribed all honour 



and glory, might, majesty, and dominion, 
now and for ever ! Amen. 

In that hope, I have the pleasure of 
subscribing myself. 

My dear Friend, 
Yours in Christian regard, 

A. G. 



London, Street, 1 1th Nov. 1836. 

" And THI8 OAT SHALL BB UNTO TOU FOR A 

Mbmobial." (Exodus xii. 14.) 

My dear Friend, 

So spake Moses to the children of 
Israel on the institution of the Passover ; 
and this day is to me a memorial of my 
haying passed that period of life whieh 
he also sayis, in the 10th verse of the 
90th Psalm^ is weariness of both body 
and mindy — that period of life which Bar* 
aillai pleaded AS an excuse for declining 
David's invitation to Accompany him to 
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Jerusalemy on his return from his tern- 
porary expulsion by his son Absalom's 
rebellion. 

" I am this day," he says, " fourscore 
years old, and can I discern between 
good and evil? Can thy servant taste 
what I eat, or what I drink ? Can I hear 
any more the voice of singing men, and 
singing women? Wherefore, then, should 
thy servant be yet a burden unto my 
lord the king V\a) Oh how feelingly and 
experimentally do I now subscribe to the 
truth of what they both say of eighty ! 
having, by the guidance of an unseen 
Hand, which led me, 

Through hidden dangers, toils, and deaths. 

And gently cleared my way; 
Through all the pleasing snares of yice. 

More to he feared than they ; 

(a) 2 Sam. xix. 36. 
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from infancy to childhood; from child- 
hood to adolescence ; from adolescence 
to youth ; from youth to manhood ; and 
from manhood to old age, been tenderly 
reared and spared to enter my eighty- 
second year this day. David, in penning 
the S3d Psalm, expresses his trust that 
goodness and mercy would follow him all 
the days of his life. Goodness and mercy 
have follovoed me all the days of a life al- 
ready eleven years longer than David at- 
tained; and by being enabled to hold fast 
the Lord's repeated promise, that he will 
never leave nor forsake those who put their 
trust in him, I have every faith that good- 
ness and mercy will follow me to the last. 
This day is also a memorial to me of 
broken sabbaths without number, dese- 
crated by the most wanton profanation ;* 

* — mocking its divine institution by a formal at- 
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a memorial, of every species of indignity 
offered to the Majesty of Heaven^ and 
defiance of his holy law at every step,— 
of a worm trifling with that God who is 
a comsuming fire (Heb. xii. 29.) ; spurn- 
ing the authority of Him "whom the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain"; (6) 
— a, memories, in fine, of a life of no ordi- 
nary duration, degraded by the blackest 
ingratitude for slighted mercies, countless 
as the sands ; aggravated by a total dis- 

«»^— — ^i^ ■■ .III! ■ ■ ^^^i^~ < ■ I t 

tendance at public worship, or neglecting it altogether ; 
idle visits, or receiving idle visitors ; worldly conversa- 
tion, and closing the wearisome day in a worldly dinner 
party ; where any one who disturbed the prevailing 
hilarity, by putting in a word in any way conformable 
to the solemnity of the day, would have been thought 
singular, and perhaps marked for future exclusion on 
such social occasions. The sabbath was then as tire- 
some a day to me, as it seems to have been to the Is- 
raelites in the prophet Amos's time (chap. viii. 5). 

(b) 1 Kings viii. 27. 
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regard of tlie means graciously provided 
b; redeeming love for obtaining pardon, 
notwithstanding its enormity. Well might 
I have then reproached myself (as, in my 
daily experience, I still feel but too just 
a reproof) in the words of Absalom to 
Hushai, whom he affected to blame for 
deserting David, ^^Is this thy kindness 
to thy friend ?" Through all this long 
reign of darkness, when conscience tried 
to edge in a word, I satisfied myself with 
the miserable consolation, that I was not 
worse than my neighbours; and, speaking 
after the manner of man, perhaps better 
than some. An earthly friend, treated 
with such contempt and ingratitude, 
would soon have discarded me ; but not 
so the Lord's ways. Isaiah Iv. 8, 9. 

It is alsoame^Tioria^of God's sovereign 
pleasure to open my eyes to a view of the 
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tremendous precipice on which I was 
thus tottering, and the bottomless gulph 
yawning beneath me, — choosing the tra- 
gical death of my friend, Mr. Fauntleroy, 
on the 30th of November, 1824,* for the 
display of his gracious purpose. The 
thoughtless career, to which I had been 
so long abandoned, then received its first 
check ; and " the day dawn of grace (c) 
— the day spring from on high," (rf) broke 
on my benighted soul, rousing me from 
the " sleep of death " (e) in which I had 
been slumbering. As was the case with 
the blind man on Jesus's first touch of his 
eyes, who " saw men as trees walking,"(y) 
my vision was at first confused and ob- 



(c) 2 Pet. i. 19 ; (d) Luke i. 78; (e) Psalm xiii. 3; 
(/) Mark viii. 24. 

* See Lkttbr to an Aged Friend, page 57, et seq. 
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Bcure ; but the transfonning influence of 
the power then at work gradually dis- 
pelled the mist^ shewing me my need of a 
Saviour, and directing me to the foot of 
the cross. The process of regeneration, 
of resuscitation from spiritual death, then 
commenced in humiliation before my 
ofiended Maker : " repentance I hope 
not to be repented of," {g) and sincere 
sorrow for having so long and so crimi- 
nally abused his patience with me, which 
must have been exhausted at an early 
period of my wicked life had he not been 
" slow to anger, and of great kindness ; (A) 
long suffering, and keeping mercy for 
thousands ; forgiving iniquity, transgres- 
sion and sin." (t) Nature, however, as 



(g) 2 Cor. vii. 10; (A) Neh. ix. 17; (t) Exodus 
xxxiv. 6, 7. 

c3 
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maybe supposed, was not idle all this 
while, and for some time waged a war 
with her new assailant, which was for 
awhile apparently doubtful ; but sin, which 
had reigned so long with undisputed sway, 
was finally dethroned : nevertheless, I am 
painfully reminded at times that ^^the 
Canaanite is not driven out *'; and that sin, 
although conquered, and its tyranny at an 
end, is not subdued; no, it still ^^ abounds," 
lurking indeed but restless, requiring the 
vigilance of superabounding grace to de- 
tect and repel its treacherous sallies. 
The solution of the following paradox, 
which would have been formerly enig- 
matical, thus became obvious : — 

How strange is the course that a Christian must 
steer, 

How perplexed is the path he must tread ; 
The hope of his happiness rises from fear. 

And his life he receives from the dead ! 
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His fairest pretensions must wholly be waiTed, 

And his best resolutions be crost, 
Nor can he expect to be perfectly saved, 

Till he finds himself utterly lost 1 

When all this is done, and his heart is assur'd 

Of the total remission of sins; 
When his pardon is sign'd, and his peace is procur'd. 

From that moment his conflict begins. 

So St. Paul found it : while he was a 
Pharisee, he thought himself blameless 
(Philip, iii. 6) ; everything went smooth 
with him till his conversion ; then his 
warfare commenced ; and we find in the 
7th chapter of his epistle to the Romans, 
how it was raging six and twenty years 
afterwards, and no doubt to the end of 
his life. So it is with the proud moralist ^ 
and the humble Christian^ at the present 
day. 

It is also a memorial of the Lord's 
compassionate manner with me, in this 
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transition from a state of nature to a 
state of grace^ through which he was 
pleased to guide me in the silken cords 
of pity. I was restless, however, and 
visited with deep compunction, serious 
alarm, and intense anxiety, — devouring 
with insatiable avidity some books treat- 
ing of my case on the authority of the 
inspired volume, Which a pious and ju- 
dicious friend presented to me \ but wad 
all along exempted from those floods 
of bitter tears, and those pangs of a 
wounded spirit, which I found in mjr 
reading had attended the netur birth in 
some others. As to this, all I can say 
is, that my heavenly Father, for reasons 
with which I have nothing to do, for 
" his own name's sake,*' and that alone 
most probably, certainly for nothing in 
me, has not thought it necessary to mani- 
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fest himself to his adopted child by such 
painful evidence as he deemed requisite 
in other cases, for which I laud and 
magnify his glorious name accordingly. 
'* Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth 
it, what makest thou?" (Isaiah xlv. 9.) 

This day is also a memorial to me of 
the advantages which age possesses over 
thoughtless youth. It is, even when ex- 
empted from suffering and disease, gene- 
rally accompanied by a decay of sight 
or hearing, often of both ; feeble knees, 
tremulous hands; relaxation of all the 
muscular and nervous system ; languor of 
the animal spirits, once so buoyant ; 
numbness, even to aversion, to all those 
sensual enjoyments to which youth and 
middle age, when in health, are so keenly 
aliye. The hoary pilgrim is 'thus told, 
in language which he that runs may read. 
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that ^' he hiBis no continuing city her^^ 
and that he is to look for one to come."(^) 
These are wafninirs which youth * has 
not; aiid if the improvement of them 
be neglected^ we are deservedly amen- 
able to the consequences. 

I had lately a lamentable inistatice of 
what, judging from app<earances^ seems to 
be a prevailing indifference to the consle- 
quences of such neglect. Remonstrating 
with a neighbouring shopkeeper, a person 
well advanced in y^ars, on her profana- 
tion of the sabbath, by trading on that 
day (in articles of mere amusement), she 
said, raither flippantly, she could not 
afford to shut up her shop on Sunday ; 
and, when I told her a day would come 
when such an excuse would be of no 

(A) Heb. xiii. )4. 
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avaUy 3he replied, with a smile on her 
countenance, *^ Oh, I must take my chance 
of that r What a sample is here of un- 
renewed nature ! Would my neighbour 
were the only one in that state ! But I 
know very few, even among those who 
have not shops to mind, but have all the 
bounties of Providence poured into their 
lap, who are not leaving the question, as 
to the condition of their souls and the 
concerns of futurity, as much at issue as 
my unhappy neighbour. 

And an old man, whom I have long 
known on the most friendly terms, being 
with me on some business a few days 
ago, I took the opportunity of sounding 
him as to his views, hopes, or fears of 
futurity, now he was so near entering on 
eternity; but could not draw anything 
intelligible from him. I tried him all ways 
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that I could think of, but, to my utter 
amazement, could get nothing from him 
but a stupid vacant stare, as much as 
to say — ^what can the man mean? At 
length, by way of forcing some answer 
from him, grasping his arm familiarly and 
looking in his face with an enquiring eye 
to rivet his attention, I asked him whether 
he was conscious of having ever thought, 
or said, or done anything to offend God ? 
He seemed thunderstruck by the ques- 
tion; and, after a pause, to my perfect 
astonishment, muttered out, Nothing par- 
ticular that I know of. I found it diffi- 
cult to trust my ears. This man, now 
in his eighty-fourth year, has passed 
through that long life with an irreproach- 
able character in the eyes of his fellow- 
men, esteemed for his probity in the 
affairs of this world, but would appear 
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never to have bestowed a thought on 
another ! How scrupulously attentive is 
this class of people to the means for en- 
suring certainty in all they hope for as to 
the concerns of their few years in this 
life, leaving those of eternity to the winds! 
with the means abundantly supplied, and 
freely offered for attaining more assu* 
ranee in the latter than they ever can 
have in the former ; in which they may 
plan, but an over-ruling Providence exe- 
cutes without any regard to their devices, 
as this octogenarian has lived to discover 
experimentally in his own case. Here is 
another taking his chance in the crowd, 
in spite of all warning from his great age. 
There is indeed no want of warnings in 
their Bibles ; but that book, perhaps, is 
deposited on the shelf, carefully wrapped 
up from dust and moth, and seldom dis- 
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Dr. Watts) of the portion of the Pro- 
verbs above referred to, cannot well be 
surpassed by any uninspired pen. Few 
compositions of that sort approach so 
close to the terrific grandeur of the divine 
originaL 

But since so long, with earnest voice. 

To you in vain I call, — 
Since all my counsels and reproofs 

Thus ineffectual fall ; 

The time will come when, humbled low, 

Ih sorrow's evil day. 
Your voice by anguish shaO be taught. 

But taught too late, to pray. 

When, like the whirlwind o'er the deep. 

Comes desolation's blast ; 
Pray'rs then extorted shall be vain. 

The hour of mercy past 1 

I have not been criticising these take 
my chance Christians from mere fancy. 
I have been drawing a sketch, every fea- 
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tttre of which^ and much more equally ill- 
&voured, was to be found in my own por- 
trait formerly ; and however varnished it 
may be in some of decent exterior, walk- 
ing circumspectly and even praiseworthily 
before their fellow men, the colours are 
the same in all while under the bondage 
of their natural state, until they '' receive 
of the things of the Spirit of God," 
which the Apostle says, and says truly, 
are '^ foolishness to the natural man, who 
cannot know them, because they are spi- 
ritually discerned." (1 Cor. ii. 14.), But 
how hard a thing it is to persuade those 
nominal Christians, that they are in a 
state of nature, or even to open out to 
their apprehension, the difference be- 
tween a state of nature and a state of 
grace ! In vain are they referred to the 
authority of God's word. Each ques- 

d3 
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tions its application to hie specific case ; 
and makes his own creed the compass, 
by which he steers clear of, or runs down 
every thing in it that opposes his course. 
He impugns the correctness of our ver- 
sion of the inspired writings, where it 
makes God (as he thinks) too hard upon 
him.* I have heard doubts expressed 
as to the strictness of the law, especially 
regarding the sabbath beiog enjoined 
for our observance in these enlightened 
times. I can speak, from my own expe- 



* I was lately much affected at finding a dear and 
much esteemed friend clinging to that broken reed, on 
my calling his attention to the Scriptures, in the book 
of Proverbs above quoted. Let such beware, lest they 
be of the number of those whom St. Peter speaks of 
(2 Pet. iii. 16), tke unlearned and unstable, who wrest 
someofSt.PauPs writings, as they do also the other 
Scriptures, to their oum destruction. 
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rience, to the dark and unsatisfactory 
state of that man's mind^ having myself 
formerly tried to find a screen on such 
occasions, in the same sophistical expe- 
dients — ^but in vain. I still winced — the 
voice of conscience would be heard, 
which in the same breath whispered, 
thou knowest that it is a mere subterfuge^ 
as your progenitor Adam found his ex-' 
cuse to be — " the woman whom thou 
gavest to be with me, tempted me, and I 
did eat" (Genesis iii. IS); thus indirectly 
attempting to implicate his Maker in his 
transgression ; but this was only of a 
piece with my own profane idea in my 
Ubertine days, that it was absurd to think 
that God had invested me with passions, 
without the privilege of indulging them, 
or gifted me with reason, only to be ex- 
ercised within certain bounds. Yet, all 
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through this maze of error and igno- 
ranee, something about mercy is perhaps 
now and then thought of, and may find 
its way faintly to the lips, but the claims 
oijuttice never dreamt of. 

Painftdly sluggish, as I too often am 
in many of my duties, even my prayers 
not unfrequently a task, I am happily 
under less restraint in praise and thanks- 
giving, in which I have generally more 
liberty ; can this be that I am more alive 
to a sense of what the Lord has al- 
ready done for me, than I am to what he 
has promised, and so equally secure, 
though yet only in prospect ? I hope 
not ; but the heart is deceitful above all 
things ; who can know it ? (Jeremiah xvii. 
9.) However this may be, I here lay 
down my pen to adore that goodness, 
which, after leaving me to take my chance 
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with an Abba Father ; or ejaculating with 
enraptured Thomas^ my Lord and my 
God I when more free utterance is de- 
nied. They deride the idea (even stig- 
matizing it as enthusiastic^ if not impious) 
of any one being assured that he is aa 
heir of salvation. It is true all heUevers 
have not that comfort unalloyed^ but it 
is attainable. St. Paul in his epistle to 
the Hebrews (x. 22), exhorts them to 
'* draw near with a true heart, in full ash 
surance of faith'* (as elsewhere in the 
Scriptures) ; and he would not have ex- 
pected an impossibility from them. 

We have no authorized definition of 
the unpardonable sin, and there are con- 
sequently various opinions respecting it. 
I have also my opinion, and although far 
from me be all pretensions to settle a 
questioui as to which the apostles, ** bis 



47 

ministers, and stewards of his hiyste- 
ries/' ( 1 Corinthians iy» 1 ) have left us 
in the dark, I would, in all humility say> 
that for the child of God to allow his 
peace to be invaded, in despite of his 
experience of his new birth, and his 
growth in stature (which he cannot miss 
to know), appears to me to betray a de- 
gree of unbelief — a backwardness to the 
trust required of him not far removed 
from it. That I am but little, if at all) 
disturbed on that score^ 

Oh I to gntce how great t debtor> 

Daily Pm fionstrain'd to be ; 
Let that grace now like a fetter, 

Bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it. 
Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart— oh ! take and seal it, 
Seal it from thy court above. 

I have, indeed, known it asserted, that 
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he who never doubted, never believed; 
and, after all that can be said, it is per- 
haps only the rooted infidel with his 
heart of " adamant stone "— (Zechariah 
vii. \2) who has the unenvied advantage 
of being at no time infested with any 
tincture of doubt. Yet that dull frame, 
when the sun is behind a cloud, which 
the believer (puzzled for a word to de- 
scribe it), if required to give it a name, 
calls doubt, because it is not faith, is, in a 
majority of instances, rather a temporary 
suspension of the active exercise of faith ; 
as I think may be safely inferred, when 
there is no clear conviction, or sense of 
distrust. The believer, therefore, should 
not fret, because, (to borrow a phrase 
from Mr. Hook£R*s* discourse on the 

* A divine of the sixteenth century, who died in the 
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Perpetuity of faith in th£ elect) he is not 
always walking arm in arm with angels. 
We are commanded to " seek first the 



year 1600, at the early age of 46 } generally distin- 
guished, when reference is made to his name and writ- 
ings, by the epithets learned and judiciotu. Of doubting 
be says, " the mfaids of all men being so darkened as 
they are with the foggy damp of original corruption, it 
cannot be that any man's heart living should be either 
so enlightened in the knowledge, or established in the 
loTe, of that wherein his salvation standeth, as to be 
perfect, — neither doubting or shrinking at all;" cau- 
tioning all who lay claim to perfection in that respect, 
" to beware that, in challenging to themselves a strength 
which they have not, they lose the comfortable support 
of that weakness which they have." Much of the spirit 
of the same theory pervades Dr. Owen's admired and 
deeply interesting exposition of the 130th Psalm ; Mr. 
Guthrie's Christianas Great Interest, and also the writ- 
ings of other noble Bereans. Acts xvii. 10, 11. 

If, in opposition to this, it be alleged that Abraham 
believed and did not doubt, Mr. Hooker very properly 
answers — "That Abraham was not void of aU doubt- 
ing, what need we any other proof than the plain 
evidence of his own words, in Genesis xvii. 17," 
against a positive promise from God in the 16th 

E 
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kingdom of God, and his righteousness/' 
with an assurance that a supply of all 
our temporal wants will follow. But how 



terse j but that ^^ not through unbelief, fRom. iv. 
20.) We find similar instances of weaknesi in that 
father of the faithfal, in Genesis xii. 10 to 13 ; and in 
the first fourteen verses of the 20th chapter; as was 
also the case with Isaac, as we are told in the 26th 
chapter, from the 8th to the 9th verse; and' so with 
David, as related in the 20th and 21st chapters of the 
first book of Samuel, and the first verse of the 27th 
chapter, and other Old Testament saints, patriarchs^ 
psalmists, and prophets ; to all which may be added 
the memorable instance of Peter's futh fidling him in 
the very act of complying with an invitation from Jesus 
tn person, and in his presence (Matt. xiv. 30, 31) ; on 
which occasion his Master's tender reproof, *' O thou 
pf little faith, (not, O thou unbeliever,) wherefore didst 
thou doubt ?" clearly justifies the believer in ascribing 
to his if^rmity everythuig in him of the nature of 
doubt, and in nowise inconsistent with fuU assurance, 
or any let or hindrance to it, although he may not al^^ 
ways have the comfort of knowing it to be so ; his 
doubts are essentially different from the movements of 
the seared conscience of the infidel. 
The conclusion of the whole question is, that there 



51 

many — few indeed^ who do not — ^busy 
themselves in first seeking the latter, 
taking their chance for the former! 
Among other excuses for thus reversing 
the divine injunction from the lips of 
our blessed Saviour himself (Matthew 
vi. 32, 33), some find a plea in an un- 
happy state of discord in their families, 
from which they cannot withdraw their 
minds sufficiently for meditation ; others 
plead the press of their worldly concerns, 
which will not allow them time — they 
must mind the main chance they say ; — 
but in as far as these are stumbling 
blocks in their way, none cart be more 



is a tide in faith which, like other tides, is not always at 
high water, but whether ebbing or flowing, and even 
at low water, is always faith in the true believer ; and 
he knows what is said of faith, if it be but as a grain of 
mustard seed. Matt. xvii. 20. 
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obstructed by them, than David was, — 
and not many (not one in private life) 
are exposed to so much suffering from 
both, as he must have endured. 

His domestic affliction, after he came 
to the throne, began (as far as we know ) 
in the fourteenth year df his reign, and 
the forty-fourth of his age, with his being 
despised by his wife Michal, Saul's 
daughter (2 Samuel vi. 16). We find 
no record of any particular inroad on his 
domestic peace for eight years after- 
wards, but we have then, in the 13th 
chapter, a heart-rending account of a 
dreadful scene of incest and murder 
among his children ; and ten years after- 
wards he was driven from his throne, for 
about a year, by the rebellion of his fa- 
vourite son, abetted by the treachery of 
his chief counsellor, as related in the 15th 
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chapter. These trials fell upon him^ in« 
deed^ at distant periods, but their efFect 
must have been working on his mind in the 
intervals, and with most people would have 
suppressed all thought of anything else. 

But not so with David ; for although 
he had during this time of mental suffer- 
Uig, and under such a cloud of adversity, 
all the affairs — apolitical, judicial, and fi- 
nancial, ofa great nation in his hands, and 
almost constantly embroiled in war with 
the neighbouring nations, judging from 
his constancy in the service of both the 
temple and the closet, if we did not know 
how his attention was distracted, we 
should conclude he had given up his 
mind and the whole of his time to that 
alone. At length however we find him, 
at the age of only sixty-eight, drooping 
under such an accumulation of care and 

e3 
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anxiety, and discarding all heed of regal 
pomp and grandeur, of his earthly crown 
and sceptre, reverting to and tenderly 
bewailing the unhappy state of his houses- 
hold, which it would seem, but for the 
everlasting covenant God had made with 
him, and in which he trusted, must have 
immersed him in despondency (2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5), and finally sinking in death in 
his seventy-first year, under all the phy- 
sical infirmities of extreme old age. 1 
Kings i. I to 4, and the 10th verse of the 
second chapter. 

The Lord has reserved witnesses to 
himself even in this metropolis — this sink 
of vice and profligacy, — ^a remnant who 
do not bow the knee to Baal,* — ^many who, 
if called upon, would as joyfully lay down 

■ H I I ■ ■■ I I I f -J— ^[fc III 

* Romans xi. 4. 
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their lives for the truth as it is in Jesus^ 
as Stephen did in the year his beloved 
Master suffered/ and Bradford and his 
fellow-martyrs in the sixteenth century ; 
shining counterparts of David's zeal for 
the honour of God and the coming of 
his kingdom, and equally eminent as men 
of "business, and active members of so- 
ciety, who, by obeying the apostle's in- 
junctions to do ** all things decently and 
in order" (1 Cor. xiv. 40), find time for 
all their temporal concerns, without neg- 
lecting '^ the one thing needful." But as 
the fashion is, with all those who are for 
taking their chance, to brand as hypocrites 
or deride as enthusiasts, others whose 
lives and conversation become their Chris- 
tian profession, and ** walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith they are called " 
(Eph. iv. 1), David's example is pre- 
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ferred for the imitation of busy worldly 
people, as less exposed to such imputa-* 
tions ; and with that example before him, 
and the same means of grace within his 
reach, the busiest man of the present day 
is left without excuse for neglecting any- 
thing that relates either to " this life, or 
that which is to come." 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

Deaf as I am, the warnings of old age 
make themselves heard; and, among 
other mercies, it has been given to me 
to improve them to my unspeakable com- 
fort here, and I am encouraged to hope 
to my happiness hereafter. If my knees 
totter under me in ascending to the apart- 
ment allotted for my nightly rest, while 
others are vaulting up to theirs with the 
agility of roes, I know I shall distance 
many of the fleetest of them in mounting 
to my eternal rest. Their more elastic 
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muscular powers, in which they have at 
present the advantage of me^ will be of 
no avail in climbing that hill, steep of 
ascent and difficult to all> — to those who 
trust in their own strength, insurmdint- 
able. The new man, the spiritual man, 
gathers strength and compactness, and 
is " renewed day by day," while these in- 
firmities (of which the tremour of these 
shrivelled obstinate fingers is now re- 
minding me) are crumbling his clay-built 
cottage to its original dust ; the leaf in- 
deed is withering, but the fruit is ripen- 
ing ; the old time-battered shell is fritter- 
ing to pieces^ but letting in, through 
every chink, more fragrance to the kernel; 
and I can truly say, without any hesita- 
tion or reservation, that the present is, 
beyond all comparison, far the happiest 
period of my life ; " the good wine it seems 
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has been kept until now/' (J) for, on com- 
paring the present with the past, I find 
that I never knew happiness before ; hav- 
ing thus discovered that the attractions 
of the theatre, the gaieties of the ball 
room, and, in fine, all the delights of my 
former life, were only fascinating snares, 
bedizened and disguised in the mere- 
tricious garb of pleasure. Iron and clay^ 
may as easily be amalgamated, as such 
pursuits, and their usual firivolous ad- 
juncts, with any state that a sober well- 
regulated mind, or as the apostle has it, 
the spirit of a sound mind, would take to 
be happiness, or in any way alUed to it. 

Go, man of pleasure, strike the,l7re. 
Of broken sabbaths sing the charms ; 

Mine be the prophet's carf of fire. 
That bears me to a Father's arms. 

(0 John ii. 1 0. • Dan. xi. 33, 42. f 2 Kings ii. U. 
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This day thus becomes a memorial 
Unto me that, while others were "re- 
joicing in their youth, and their hearts 
cheered in the days of their youth,*' mine 
were " evil days," in which I said, ** I 
have no pleasure in them" ; and that natOf 
when those cloudy days have overtaken 
such of the former as are still ''walking 
in the ways of their hearts, and in the 
sight of their eyes," (Eccles. xi. 9, and 
xii. 1,) '' the oil of joy has been appointed 
tmto me for mourning, and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness " (Isa« 
Ixi. 3). Thus, while they are uncon^ 
Bciously drinking '' the waters of Marah/' 
in their natural state, the tree that 
sweetens them (Exodus xv. S3 to 25) has 
been discovered to me; so that I can 
neither look in nor look out, without find- 
ing in every thing in and about me im^* 



60 

perative calls for gratitude; and so sweet, 
feeble as they be, are my poor attempts 
at thankfulness, that I am sometimes near 
being tempted to suspect something of a 
selfish nature in them. 

When all thy. mercies, O, my God, 

My rising soul sorveys, 
Transported with the view, Pm lost 

In wonder, love, and praise. 

Oh ! how shall words, with equal warmth. 

The gratitude declare 
That glows within my ravish'd heart, — 

But thou canst read it there. 

This day is also a memorial to me of 
having been emancipated from the school 
of Moses, where I heard nothing but the 
merciless denunciations of the law,* and 

• We have, in the book of Numbers (xv. 32 to 36), 
an account of a man who was found gathering some 
sticks on the Sabbath day, who was carried before 
Moses and the congregation, that they might judge 
whether his offence amounted to working on the Sab- 
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translated to the gladdening school of the 
Gospeli which teaches and preaches for- / 
giveness and remission of the sins of even 



bath day, and so breaking the Sabbath ; but as the law, 
it seems, was not thought sufficiently explicit on the 
point, he was placed under restraint until that could be 
determined; and we may conclude that Moses con- 
suited the will of God on the occasion (although we 
are not told so); for we find, ''the Lord said unto 
Moses, the man shall surely be put to death ; all the 
congregation shall stone him with stones without the 
camp "; and he was stoned to death, " as the Lord com- 
manded Moses." 

Compare the above narrative with the case of the 
woman taken in adultery, and its results, as adjudged 
by the compassionate Jesus himself ; of which we have 
an interesting circumstantial detail in the gospel ac- 
cording to St. John, from the 3d to the 1 1th verse of 
the eighth chapter. The punishment awarded by the 
law to that woman's crime, was the same kind of death 
as the Sabbath breaker was doomed to suffer. 

What could a folio volume say more than the^ two 
little narratives, in contrasting the thunder of Mount 
Sinai with the repose of the Mount of Olives !— the 
unflinching rigour of the law, with the merciful am- 

F 
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iuch an one as I have been, working 
finally, after a long and often renewed 
respite, a plenary discharge from every 
penalty I had incurred. Instead of my 
former recreation in parks and gardens, 
I now find exercise more refreshing and 
never wearisome, in joining the triumph- 
ant procession from Bethphage into Je- 
rusalem; afterwards to the supper room; 
from that sorrowftil repast to the Mount 
of Olives ; and thence (after halting on 
the banks of the Kedron during his sweet 
intercession, John xvii.) accompanying 
the blessed Jesus through all the ago- 

nesty of the gospel. The late Mr. Romaine, of pious 
memory, who, " being dead, yet speaketh " (Heb. xi. 
4), to the delight of all who have hearing ears, and 
understanding hearts, in one of his letters says, •* If I 
had been only in the school of Moses to learn, I should, 
with such views of sin, have hanged myself long ago, 
but In the school of Christ, &c. &c. &c. 
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nizing and humiliating circumstances of 
the ensuing scene at Gethsemane ; thence 
with the ruffian band and their illustrious 
prisoner to the high priest's house, and 
on the following day to the judgment 
hall; continuing mj attendance on the 
immaculate victim of self-devotion to the 
will of hh Father and my Father, until 
our progress is fatally arrested at Cal- 
vary, where he redeems the merciful 
pledge given by his Father to apostate 
Adam, by submitting himself to an igno- 
minious and excruciating death; then 
and there opening that fountain of 
water to cleanse, and of blood to atone,* 



* Archbishop Leighton, in his sermon on the third 
verse of the first chapter of the Song, in alluding to 
that dreadful scene, observes that it was love, and not 
the nails, that held Him fieist on the crosSf when the 
ruthless spectators tauntingly bid him come down. 
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on which I rely with a serene hope that 
now — 

The terrors of law and of God 
With me can have nothing to do; 

My Saviour's obedience and blood 

Hiding all my transgressions from view. 

And having, on the same foundation that 
St. Paul laid, though without arrogating 
his judgment as a builder, been long en- 
gaged in constructing the arch of faith, 
I am now 'Agoing on my way rejoicing 
with the eunuch," («i) int^fit on moulding 
the key-stone, ready to be dropped into 
its place when the signal shall be given ; 
never with any reluctance in its anticipa- 
tion, and sometimes, I would fain think, 
longing for it. But here I am afraid to 
trust myself; and yet why should I not ? 
for the "Sun of Righteousness having 



(») AgtBy&.39. 
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arisen on me with healing in his wings/' (n) 
I have (according to John v. 24/, and 
1 John iii. 14,) passed from death unto 
life," irrevocably closing with, and irre- 
trievably surrendering myself to the grand 
device of salvation through the " Lord 
my strength and my Redeemer," (o) even 
Jesus Christ^ and through Him alone. 
The compact is *^ sealed with the King's 
ring/' ip) and deposited with Him who 
'*I am persuaded is able to keep that 
which I have committed to him against 
that day,'' (q) to all which I have a wit- 
ness whose testimony I cannot discredit ; 
and while inspired with horror at the re- 
trospect of what I have escaped, I am 
transported by the hope on which I now 
repose, that heir of hell as I was, heaven 

(n) Malachi iv. 2 ; (o) Psalm xiz. 14 ; (p) Esther iii. 
12 1 (q) 2 Tim. i. 12. 

f3 
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in reversion is at length secured to mei 
and that when called up for judgment, I 
shall find a Friend on the- Bench, who 
will put me in possession of my inherit- 
ance. But " how hard a thing it is to 
exercise faith when we have most need 
of it? and how sad a thing it is that, 
when we have most need of -the Lord's 
presence and help, we should then espe- 
cially ^leve him with our douhts and 
distrusts! However, (as the frail Old 
Testament saints had in their day) we 
have this to comfort us, that when the 
Lord sees faith in sincerity, he will par- 
don its infirmity."* Lord, help my unbe- 
lief! that flagrant sin against a promise 
keeping God, which would mar all my 
comforts, as they regard the things of 

* Mason's Select Remains. 
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both time and eternity, were I not gra- 
ciously favoured with the permanent 
comfort of being enabled to cling habitu- 
ally to '' the Rock that is higher than I " 
(Psalm Ixi. 2), and to repose confidently 
on a covenant God in Christ, the author 
and finisher of my faith (Heb. xii. 2), out 
of whom are the issues of the only real 
comfort at every period of life ; but its 
intrinsic value is perhaps only fiiUy ap- 
preciated when those creature comforts, 
formerly so relished, pall on the fastidious', 
jaded palate of the aged and experienced 
Christian, although it is no less the in- 
heritance of both old and young, who 
love him and trust in him as 

Their Shepherd, their Husband, their Friend, 
Their Saviour from sin and from thrall ; , 

Their hope from beginning to end. 
Their portion, their Lord, and their all. 

Renouncing all hope of the blessedness 
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^f ** those who die in the Lord," on any 
thing I do, or can do : — ^my often wander- 
ing and heartless prayers — my alms deeds 
and other charities — ^my polluted offerings 
in my closet and in the sanctuary ; on my 
bed and at my family altar — ^in short, dis- 
claiming all merit in these means, natu- 
rally so gratifying, as *' vain oblations " 
(Isai.i. 13) ; what Mr. Newton* familiarly 
designates as the works of a watch with- 
out the main spring; — denying all this 
** self-righteousness as a vain ajttempt to 
scale the bulwarks of heaven by a ladder 
of my own construction, I trust solely in 
the meritorious death of a crucified, risen, 
and ascended Jesus, now making inter- 
cession for me, and am hardly at liberty 
to doubt that, by the cheering whispers 
of the "still small voice" (r) from the 

* Author of the Cardiphonia, Omicron, &c. 
(r) 1 Kings xix. 12. 
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world of spiritSi to ^Urust and not be 
afraid/* (s) I shall have the comfort of 
hailing my last hour — ^that eventful hour^ 
which indeed excludes all further oppor- 
tunity of repenting, but at the same time 
shuts out all further risk of sinning, as 

Far the happiest hour by man 

Experienced here below ; 
The hour that terminates his span. 

His folly and his woe. — 

So sings the Christian — ^firm possest 

Of faith's supporting rod ; 
Then breathes his soul into its rest, 

The bosom of his God ! 

Here I am reminded of a dream I had 
some years ago. I was reviewing my past 
sinful life, brooding over its guilt, and 
literally groaning under a sense of its 
enormity as unpardonable. In this train 
of meditation, I had just come to a crisis 

(«) Isaiah xii. 2. 



bordering on despair ; and never shall I 
forget a deep-toned voice, as if through 
a trumpet firom the right hand corner of 
the ceihng of my room, calling out to me 
at that moment — trust in God; and I 
awoke^ actually attempting to articulate 
an answer, in the words — / will trust, 
which I completed on being fully awake. 
I was not, at the instant of awaking, 
satisfied that I had been dreaming, and 
that the voice did not proceed firom some 
one in the room; but I well remember 
re-composing myself to sleep in a delicious 
frame of mind, as if relieved fi*om an in- 
tolerable burden ; and, in the animation 
of the moment, applied to my own case 
the gracious words of Jesus to the para- 
lytic — " Son, be of good cheer — thy sins 
be forgiven thee." {t) 

(0 Matt. ix. 2. 
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I have an eight-day clock that stands 
on a bracket at the bottom of the stairs. 
I one night dreamt I was coming down, 
and, to my utter amazement, saw it in a 
posture of falling down sideways, and 
more than half inclined over the edge of 
the bracket; the glass front open and 
hanging by one of the hinges, the other 
being broken — ^both hands on the floor and 
at some distance from each other. I stood 
aghast at the scene ; and, gazing on the 
ruin in silent awe, the first thought that 
occurred to me was, that there must be 
an unseen hand at that clock — a mys- 
terious, unknown power counteracting 
the law of gravitation, and sustaining it 
in so perilous an attitude. That wreck 
therefore, I thought, cannot be the^Vork 
of human hands, nor the effect of what is 
commonly called accident; it must be, 
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n6ither more nor les^ than a mesaage 
from the Eterm al, advertiBing me that my^ 
timie is at an end, or nearly, so. How I 
should have been impresaed by such a 
vision (if it made any iixipression at*. all)' 
in the days of my unregeneraoy, I > know 
not; but I well remember receiving so' 
unexpected an intimation with great mo*: 
lemnity, as well I might, although wkilht 
out any alarm; and, rivetted to the sppt 
where I stood, composing myself for me^' 
ditation. I have no distinct recollection 
of what followed. I rather think I was- 
disappointed by waking without making 
any further progress ; but . the scene, 
viewing it as I did, took a strong hidid, 
and it has not been without its vUk&i for, 
to this day, I endeavour, and not without 
a good measure of success, to take say* 
serenity on that occasion as a happy 
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earnest of similar resignation at the 
hour thus prefigured. I am counting the 
hours till it comes^ so that it cannot come 
unexpected; and 0\ my God and Father/ 
my JesusI thouSon ofDavidl thou ^^Lamb 
of God that takest away the sins of the 
world," in thy "loving kindness/' of 
which I have already shared so bounti- 
fully — ^in thy mercy / of which I am now a 
signal monument — enable me in the mean- 
time to triumph, "nothing wavering/* 
(James i, 6) in the assurance that, clothed 
in a wedding garment hiding every scarlet 
and crimson stain (Isaiah i. 18), it will 
not, and cannot^ find me unprepared/ O ! 
my Father! in thy pity keep every doubt 
on that head averted from me* 

I do not think I have overstepped the 
bounds of caution, in admitting other 
dreams I have had to a considerable de-» 

G 
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gree of influence ; for, whaterelr nliay hi 
fhOugbt of the todlority of di^^Alns iit 
gen6f al, wh^n I find God s^yfilg '' I wid 
pout but my spirit ut>6tt all Iteish; and 
jout old nten sli;^! df^aikl dtleattlft^ and 
yodr yottU^ nkfen thsll ito6 Visionis (<lod 
5. 38); and M he neither Aiy^, nor cbl^ 
ahy thing ill tain, atid fofnieHy madft 
knbwn his mind to thib ^patriairths, pro*» 
phets, and apoi^tted, by dteaths tod 
Tidibhff, I see tto good treason ^hy #e 
shotdd hot conehide that fab ^ dotttihile 
to cwitdkxjate with his pe6pl<^ «>f ^b ag^?, 
in thi^ sam^ intoner, iHbeti he stei^ bC68t>^ 
sioh fot Ahy spetisi mittfifei^latioh t# 
them; lihd, oh the iboii^ <M;iAsibll, I 
could not, nor cah 1 how, ri^stist the (Sbh^' 
Viction, that thl^ f(*^ V>f God ^g ih it 
If my hiterpiiei^tibh be objectiNi to ht- 
cause some yeara have elapsed, and I iam 
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bei:e yfift, I wqh}4 ^nsw^r tfent | c^r^Aii)}y 
e^p^ptc^ to ,be p^d Mfi^p pow J b^it 
God doie^ iu»t pp^put^ .^iiqe ^ ff^ 4^^? 
ll t^qu^md yef^s ^r^| u^ )n9 ^igUt, but 
as y(?s|tey4w ^hep it i3 p#t (^§alii) 
^. 4)' I|p i^akes SQ ljgl^(; pf tip^e^ tjbuit 

Auu^g othfjT precio^« gj^s, J )i;i¥9» 
aftec.t^oae attefw^tionf of light itAd 
j^Iii4dfi> wbiab I Ma4^^tw4 .4ilP generally 
favw^ to 4iyer«ify /mcji /i^ PHr^it, atr 
liaiQod tbie i^n9|^ak|»))le p^ipfpri; of ^'^ 
|r^£[9i4^i^ >&itb in t^ j^b^le vrord of 
(jrio4^r*firc»aa QiBfi^iiis a^ ^y^]f^^ ; 
wbifib J ha^e gone through i^vj^ra} tjmea 
within tbeisie iem y^ara pafit» a^d baye 
there. found peace not as the world gureA 
— that .peace which was be<]p^hed to 
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his people by the DiTme Testator — 
that pearl of great pnce ^v^iidi the world 
knows nothing of— firmly believing all 
that has been brought down to a level 
with my understanding, by my Divine 
teacher; wherein I find all that essen- 
tially and practically relates to salvation 
clearly revealed as in a sun beam to the 
humble self-denying inquirer. I see 
something more as ''through a ^aiis 
darkly {t i), and in all humility adore 
what is yet hid in impenetrable mystery 
firom me, and from others far mcAie 
learned — ^reserved as '* the secret diings 
that belong to God («). St. PMer si^, 
even of his bekwed brother Paul's wri- 
tings, that there are some things in them 
hard to be understood. The learned and 

(H) I Cor.zUi. 12; («) Deiit.X3uz. 29. ' 
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£ji%biteBL*d 4r0bl;4^bQp Leigbtw* (<^ 
4aria8go;ir, joi £harie8 U.'s l^xae) < fie^y 
teonfedseB hjis ignoriB^ca ^f 4;he imp^ ^ 
jnoany texts ^f^i^ft^e; wd ittUiuM be 
«o i«k;h aU bis hr^tbx«ni akbough the 
piide ,q£ hmnan leiirp wg wny ke^ aome 
of tbem back ^ jfrom ao &wk w ^a^^knowr 
le^gDieiit of tbeir igparmioe. They are 
mj^n^ be anys, tbM '^Jl«d rather be 
ieamed; 4ba9 J^ioly, and have more mind 
to the Ixtteiof knowledge, than )the tree 
xx£li&" Andy ,pf .the passages in Sk. 
Paul's vritings ito which St. Peter al- 
Jhideei he says, ^at^' tjbe be«t wii»y4oiin- 
.derstand the mysteii^i .ai)d bi^ 4ia- 
eoiir#e in the bogiwing of 9it. Paul!s 
.^stl^Sy is vtQ hegin at the practice .of 
those rules aad .pree^ts libft.are in the 
letter end of th§i|i«" He iurUier ob- 
.^e^vesln genevnl .on this lubjeipt— "it.is 

o3 
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true that tiiere'be 4aA and deep pas- 
sages in Soriptuie Sot tfaeexercisei yea for 
the humblifigy yea fer the amaaing of the 
sharpest sighted readers; bat this ar- 
gues much of die pride and vanity of 
men's minds, when they busy themselves 
only in ihege^ and throw aside altogether 
the most necessary, which are thenefidre 
the easiest and the plainest irmiks in it«'' 

But perhaps we may be allowed^ 'with- 
out incurring the charge <^ presumption, 
to scan the motives by the results 'of 
some of the decrees of Jehovahy wliien 
the relations of cause to effect ap|>rosich 
the margin of human reason* Arch- 
bishop Leighton, who was not given to 
soaring in the region of mystery, some- 
times indulged a vein diis way* 

In his eonuoentary on the 10th verse 
• of the 2d chapter of St. Peter's first 
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epktle, he obsernes that the apostle 
draws the attentidnof belierers to reflect 
on their former tuisef y, and to Tiew it to- 
gether with their present state^ as^ he 
fiirtheir observes^ is fi^qtiently done in 
the Seoriptures. 

•He say s^*-** it is of very great use, it 
wdiks the soill of a Christian to much 
humility 'and love, and thankfulness, and 
^^bedience ; it cannat choose but to force 
ihim' to abase himself, and to magnify 
1 thes&ee grace and love of God* And 
• iMwmay be one reason why it pleases 
.the Lord to suspend the conversion of 
4oide persons for many years of their 
life^^yea to suiFer them to stain those 
years with grievous and gross sins, in 
order that the riches and glory of his 
grace, and freeness of his choice, may be 
much^ more legible to themselves and 



•pAcns/' Mtuokj 4^ « iMer, *h»m ; been 

to my mm witys |br shsty^Bi^e yieaic /^f 
tny .Bfe ; ond^ in lookuig ra^nd ajvocMng mj 
friends juad ibcqmiHititnpes, irbofn, in ' }» 
soT^reiga will, he has y^ left m <liii4c- 
j»e8s» 3upli ^o aleti^, wf^re lay fraqnem 
modiU^^nis x>Q liie gwuse voudisafed 1X) 
me, befane the Ai^bi^bop^'S bypotfeeenfi 

At fWe Imeji I bff^re ^fton l^onght 
that there Q«n be nothing incompatible 
with God's boundlea? compassion for his 
erring creatures, jwd his coneideratCSon 
for their infirmities (but the . r«v^r#e) in 
Auppofiing that, in mtf partioular ^oase^ fa^ 
«ftay bane been pleaaed^ ito defior coiuttiv 
aion ' to a time wbei^ the /oppositron 4flf 
Aaittoe would be ifiuiit^; when, the t«i- 
inult^f passions *^kibifaflnG^ly.bew^( tne 
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had subttided into a eomparative calm ; 
and that, although die neork wdild have 
been as eaay at- the Btoat vbeifiteroai 
period of- my Iftfe to bim who ^*^xxde&t the 
raging of die sea" (Paalm Ixxxik. 9), yet 
that he biildly deliiyed it tiH be flaw it 
was easier to me-; mercifully keeping the 
^'everlasting arms "-—(Duet. xxxiiL 21) 
undep me till the appointed time*^ 
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When Jesus found me as a stranger, 
V^rnid* ring from the fold of God ; 
t. , And to rescue me from danger, 
Interpos'd his precious blood. 

St. Paul in his epistle to the Ephe^ 
siatis^ (chap. ii. I^h ver.) hits off^ to a 
letter^ my lamentable state when Jesus, 
the compassionate antitype of the *' cer- 
tain Samaritan " spoken of. by St. Luke 
<x. 33)i found me, as the sweet evangeUcal 
prophet' (Isaiah) found to be the deplo- 
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table case of Jadaby when he p^naed his 
first chapter — " my irbole head $ick« i^ncl 
my whole heart fa}fity aUover grounds and 
bniiaes" — and xnetctfi^ly interpoaed his 
strengthening graoe^ and (quickening 
Spirit to close tbem and bind them up, 
without one word of upbraiding. Joseph, 
one of his Old Testament <7pes, when 
announced himself to his bretbirtaii as 
their brother, added — wham ye ^Idinio 
Egypt (Gen. xlv. 4). Sin<^e that change, 
as summed up in the Ihirteenth verse of 
the chapter of the epistle to the Ephe- 
sians above quoted ; although a pasapng 
clond occasionally obscnres my aighl; of 
JHim, I know he has never lost sight of 
me; though I am sometimes cast down, 
yet I have an evidence, at those very 
times, that I am not cast off; and am per- 
suaded that if be shsll at any time see it 
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iteeemai^y to by o^ hand njp^m me, H0 
#iU at the same tune hmve tmother under 
ittCi fiui to jretutn from tUs episode^ 

Btfedi (Sfnaefolrts Aa I hav:e been extolling 
Are mry 8p(aaringly giv^n^ howeirer ; not 
Aflt thet^ ia any «camQr o£ ttiem>-Hit)-^ 
tlimt foun^dn whkh was drawgi from llie 
Meediiig wounds of oiur finnamiel^ is full 
of tfaesH-'^v^rAill and inexhaustible; but 
they- ere only giveh to those who ore 
iHimbled by ecttidtrainilig grace to a s^ae 
of their want of them, and seek them ill 
tl»d ftitii that thode who '^ ask shall have, 
imd that Aose who seek shdl find "* if 
they ksk aiight ; or, as St« James has kf 
^thef ch not assic ixmi48\ and like Eph* 
Miin (u>} go moaning and piiiing for Con- 
solation till they find it« which the con-: 

* Matt. Yii. 7. {w) Jer. xxxi. 18. 
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trite heiirt • **'fkiiit yet plirmiing' '* (w vf)i 
Will nol long sitpiJietite m Tttiit. Biit^ 
my ftieiid) it is melahcholy to think that 
those are very few ; Christ emphaticdiy 
calls 'them a '^ little flock*^ {a:) compared 
to the vadt numbers, who, in their' h^ 
sotted ignorance, set no value on them 
(as you know was long my case), dx^ 
laugh at eueh professions; stigmatising 
those who pretend to them, as crasj^ 
enthusiasts, or - hyjpocrites — fools,- at 
knaves. 

But scofiers there always have be^n-'| 
Moses and the prophets found it^sb^in 
their time ; even Elisha's bald head did 
not escape their taunts (y) ; and we^ee, 
in the record of our blessed Saviour's Mfc 



(u7to) Judges vitt. 4 ; (a?) Luke xii. Sa ; (y) 2 Kings 
li. 23. 



pD^-egrth^ v(^^iMe^ ^mffered 'ft^m.tbem,' 
ap4lwithvbaAin^e|uQ#fw! Wbatftlfssou 
^ iiM £?f«i :bi^ ,&kn^ ap4 kio«foJk 

i|lljF. w^t ^ut one .4ay to layheld ofbim" (fi)« 
Sf;^e,Qfthi^;UQb!^lieving p«Mpt of hifieu-* 
^eme idesp^ed himias the carpenter (c)^ 
1^§,,BO^ of M^ryjy.whoin thi^y all knew; 
(Kkl|f9ra..fiald *'}^^ bad. a.devU^ and waa 
QUAd" (el)« lauglling at the credulity of 
those who paid any attention tp him* 
Festus alleged the same of St. Paul, when 
d^fi^ing hiiQself at that judge's tribu- 
ji^\.{e)i and at Athens his .preaching 
W46 iridiculed as babbling by the philo-* 
8opher/3(/); and God's people of the 
present day cannot expect to fistre-.better. 



{b) Mark iil. 21; W Marjc ▼i.3; ((i) John X. 20; 
(<f) Acts xxvi. 24 ; (/) AcU xvii. IS. 

H 
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WhateT^r, ki ftn«^ may be tkoi%Itt <«f 
Bpiritual eomfotts hj those who have 
them not, tboae who hftYe thete find that 
they are not mete wham and notion^) 
phantomfi floatiiig in th^ h^d, but reafi^ 
ties imptesaed on the hean ; all but ku^ 
gibk by a alight effort <rf iSb/b unagiaaticm^ 
which the werld caii neither gbe imp de« 
prive the posaessror iKJ^a chahi of fatMB 
Suspended on a '* nail hi a aute pkee" <y), 
on whieh the behever^ looking through 
them to their Author ^ '* oio'eftii for no- 
thing" himself (Philip, iv. 6), hangs idi 
hifi hopes. The others hai^ their «om^ 
fortu also*, it is troe ; or fatiber, the^ «re 
not troubled with any ^iscemjfiarta, :no 
under cui^eot checki«|{ tkeir «tde ; and 
■so much the worse ^mt them. " Woetto 



(g) isaiAh xxH. 23. 
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tbem that ave at ease in Zion5 and trust 
in the mountain of Samaria {h) ;" ** woe 
to them that are wise in their own eyes'* {t). 
They are Leodicians, who *** think they 
have need oi nothing, and know not that 
they are wretched, and tniserable, and 
poor^ aand hlind, and naked*' (k). They 
are "settled on their lees'* (Z), in a $tate 
of fatal delttiiion, saying " peace, peace, 
wben there is no peace *' {m) ; and such 
comfort as theirs, if we may take his word 
for it who cannot mistake the matter, is 
a rope of sand, on which they will in vain 
lay amy stress at the decisive hour which 
ia^ ediivttuig out this world from their view, 
on the things of which, and their false 
estimate of themselves, they had hung all 

their comforts. 

■ ... y II . > 

(A) Amos vi. 1 ; |^t) Isaiah v, 21 ; (ft) Rev. Ui. 17 ; 
(i). Z^p)i. i. 12 ; (m) Jer. ^i. 14. 
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Then, anllout t^ b^loiiger ftpMred, 
'Th£gr mourn their fleeting breath ; 

All evils then seem light, compared 
With the' approach of d^th. — Cowpbr. 

Of such a death, or rather- the death 
of such a man, yoor friend, the Rev. Dr. 
Chalmers, in hi« Introductory £aBay to 
Mr. Shower's Reflections on Time and 
Eternity i says — " There i« often, in the 
pencilled descriptions of the moroKet, a 
kind of poetical and highly wrou^t 
imagery thrown around the chambev of 
death — either of the terrors of guUt, or 
the triumphs of conscioua virtue. It is 
well to know what the plain truth is upon 
such hn occasion. The truth is, thst as 
it was thr<dugh life, so it is generattg in 
dying. He is still eligaged with present 
and sensible things, and diere is posi- 
tively nothing in the mere approach of 
dissolution that can raise up the ascen- 
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^ncy of {aitkf or witbdram^ bis tiboi^hts 
.from tbe things of time ; as he has lived 
so kmgt he bop^s to live a litjile Jk>iiger. 

^^I^ amid the tumult of his earthly 
'&hric giving way« aod the last irregular 
movements of its decanged meehanism 
fast drawing .to ibeir ceawtion— ^ifi op- 
presaed by paiiif parched by tbirst, and 
hboamsgig ipr breathy be send fpr the 
.teintster to soothe him by his piftyeics, 
ieveo bis offiee $(xm» but one of the va- 
jriatifit of the aeone. There ja no. actual 
gDing forth of the patient's mind toward(S 
di0 things ivirhiob are above- The faith, 
jvdufih be has so long shut outy does not 
jBDiv /oTM its entrance, ii^to a bosom ha- 
tbttnaited to no otbte^r jpaflu^noe than what 
.4iae worlds and the things joi the world, 
liayc soJLong eacercised^over .him* 

*' We may see torpor on such an occa- 

h3 
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Acik, and ^oal) itB&eftity \ we^ may witness 
an uncsoiiiplaining silence^^ and €ttll it-Ye- 
signation; we may never hear one note 
of altirm drop from the lips «f the d]Hng 
sufferer^and therefore report that bemiet 
his end with Christian fortitude. 
< '* But all this may meet upona death bed, 
and yet the confidence of looking Ibrw^ard 
to heaven as a home— a positive r^oicing 
in the hope of the glory of God^^a beiieiv^ 
ing and knowing that, * when the earthly 
house of this tabernacle is dissolted/they 
shall have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens' («), may never enter into the bosom. 
^' There may be the peacefulness of 
insensibility, even while the life of him 
who has been a stranger to gospel truth 



(n)' 2Cor.v. 1. 
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mid liope - is- waning^ to its- exiinotion ; but 
thisiiatbe peace oi a stupid indifierenoe 
tO:the conoeros v{ futuriiiy"* 

Your. Reverend iiriend . might, have 
addedi that when one in ;the state be de- 
scribes is ai^ked as to his bope^ the readjr 
answer isi God is mercjfuL So he is, or 
woe belide the 'best man that ever livedo 
for '^itjs a: fearful thing to fall into the 
hands .of the lifving God" (o). But such 
aa cme should be told that God is also a 
just 'God, *' who will by no means clear 
the guilty'XjP)' *b^ will.exact justice from 
all his pennyless debtors to the last jot, 
before he will shew any mercy ; and what 
has such an one to pay him ? The debtor, 
however, is not left without remedy ; the 

<*M^— ^"^i— ^— ^— ^— ^ ™ ■ ^^i— ^ ^ ■ ■ ■■■■ — — ■ ■ ■ >■■■■■■# IM 

* What is all this but the resignation of the bedstead 
on which he reposes ! 
(o) Heb. X. 31 ; {p) Exod. xxxiv. 7, and Num. xiy. 18. 
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contrite lowly mstflventwiftneTerpetitioii 
in Yoin &r his discharge at the throne of 
grace — the mercy seat — diat trilniiial 
established in the lote'ot that sattie God 
(previously so nnrelentktg) for adjtulicar 
ting his case, where the pauperis ahrays 
provided with counsel who pleads fbr 
paupers only, and never lost a causCy-^-^^ 
court where there are no racatiotts, nor 
is it difficult of access. See Matt. ».iK, 
29, and John vi. 37, and x. £7^ ^, S9. 
The broken-hearted suppKeant wiff )tliese 
soon hear the melodious accents of a voice 
of compassion — 

The rtill voice of Him wlio expired on the moantain. 

And breatbed out for sinnerB his iast dyfatg gwiut; 
HIb Toicc -who on Calvary opened the fountaiki 

Of water to cleanse, and of blood to atone. 
Oh yes, itlsluiown, when Idndly and cheermg, 

■H soothes the loud clamonr of justice to rest ; 
It is heard, — and the Angel of Mercy appearing, 

'Pours the balm of relief o*er the peniteht's breast 
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Finally, t^jiu 4ay ia 4 memorial unto me 
that I have reached the bank of the Jor- 
dan, where I stand waiting the signal to 
C106S, now waving at no great distance, 
if not with any anxious longing for it, 
yet certainly without any alarm at its rapid 
inarch ; for, lamentably cold in degree as 
my love is. to Him who has so loved me, 
(and this is now my prevailing grievance,) 
yet, being his gift, and according to his 
/^measure in bestowing grace " (jf), and 
judging of it by the apostle's test, it must 
.be perfect, in kind; because, although a 
larger measure, if he saw fit, and more 
fervour, would be a great comfort to me, 
yet, such as it is, it " casteth out aU 
fear** (r), excepting the salutary fear of 
offending its loving and lovely object. 

(g) Ephes. iv. 7 ; (r) 1 John iv. 18. 
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But, a]as ! my frigid Iieart is 9ot so um- 
fortnly under the control of that ^pracious, 
that generous principle, as I desire it 
should be. I bless Qpd, .boweveir> and 
with great reason, thai: it as 4Qot without 
a sensible restraining influence amidi to 
my peace of mind, in my daily iralk before 
both God and maiv leasrening a^d.qbas* 
tening the whole tenor of my life and 
conversation with a curb to whidi I .was 
formerly a stranger, and imparting ta aQ 
my affections and desires a bias Ggpposed 
to their former animal tendenqr. s^ light 
is to darkness. But O ! .how my hooesit 
dog upbraids me here ! 

It is related of Burns, the popular 
Ayrshire poet, that in conversation with 
a pious poetical friend (Blacklock), he 
said, '* Man is the god of the dog.' He 
knows no other ; he can understand no 
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dther; and seeiion^ he worships him!— 
with what ^vetence he crouches at his 
feet-^with what lore he fawns upon him 
— ^with what dependance he looks up to 
him^-^and with what alacrity he obeys 
him ! His whole aoul is wrapped up in 
his god; all the powers and faculties of 
his liature are deroted to his service^ and 
these powers and fiuculties are ennobled 
by the intercourse/** If any thing could 
be added with eflfect to this eulogy of 
Mr. Burns on (be poor dog, I would say, 
how grateful he is for every act of kind* 
ness; how affectionately responding to 
his master's caffeeaes; how obseqfuious 
under his dispIeasuM; how submissive 
under ins diaddsements ; sitting cU his 
fietf hanging upon the music of his voice. 



-•-r 



* The Rev. Dr. Henry Duncan's Sacred Philotopky 
nf the Seasont, 
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gaged; feviaking hk compatdoiis^ in 
thttir most joyful mood, to follow Ihs 
master wkiihersoeTer he goes; how de^ 
lighted on being fe-admitted to faxniliarity 
with him after any occaeioiml estrange- 
ment; withirhat joy he runs to meet him 
after a temporary separation!*' How 
dii^ent was fallen Adam !* He kid Mm* 
ulf (s) when he heard At» master's voice in 
the garden, and has bequeathed faie-shy* 
ness to all his posterity while in an mne* 
newed state. 

; TrifierSy blind to this beautiful mord, 
will see nothing in the dog^s habits worlli 
their attention. Such is the do^^s na- 
ture, they will say.. A %9 the dog^s 
nature ; and as he is, preseriptirely of afl 



* See Appendix C. (^ Gen. iii. 10. 
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iMi^e before bis eyei^'.an iUliailMticak af 
If h^t iiftf haibtoutl fr^me o«i|^tr icf btatp- 
wavdk ' Am Muster. Lo^ej in fi|ie» Is th^ 
4^'b jpxdiiig passion — ^the graod inoeotiy^e 
to Ms duty, wjbiob thu» beeomea tl^ buti- 
jqirmi o£ hi$ , life. O, haw. the exionple of 
/t)iQ p90r^ tile despised, the imeonscioiui 
I^ute^ w^ie '' hope, like . that of the 
hjqpoc^^ p^shetib " (0> libels the biiUi 
of professing Christians, who hnye. *^ hope 
^.^ their ^ death*' (i«), if not forfeited by 
^ear piide and ingratitude, whieh bar all 
a^ef sto Qod in h^pe; and, if repentnoice 
(does not intervene, doom . the nwerable 
outcast to fiiwd reprobation. 

(0 Job viii 13 ; (ti) Prov. sit. da. 
I 
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Bat, to mtitm to mf station oti HmI 
bttidt of At Joidsn. H^re I pftCiently 
linger for tke ]^iiaig«, without any of l^at 
•ki¥«ftng which a naked soul would feel In 
mch otreimistaiices ; Ibr, being '^ cloAed 
with a change 4)f raiment (w), shrouded 
fai the nuaid^ of iUth, 1 am ptoof 
against all apprehension. Insi^ead of dsSs 
oonfidenee, how forlorn ehould I iye at 
this juneture but for lt>e eomforto of Hie 
'^ duster ll-om Esboei'* {x)y Aose SM 
fruits and earnest of the promised land 
whioh now sustain me; an^ Ihe hope, 
^ever long uckt seriously overcast, thsit 
on ^e approadiing expiration of my lease 
in this wilderness, this etrange iacid, where 
ay harp is often <m Ae wfflow whe& I 
most want to -sfaig, I shall enter <m a free- 



(w) Zech.Tii. 4 ; {x) Nomb^rs idii. 23. 
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hold in one of the ^' Inmiy Hianvions'* in 
the New C«nd£in ; where tbia wavering 
life, of ftisyoing a«id pr«^yu^y,An(L praying 
and Biimitig> shall end in a permanent 
state of purity and praise; where this 
wintry season of my pilgrimage shafi be 
succeeded by perennial spring; where I 
4ihi^H have the joyftil alsuyanoe that aH 
I9y dofbts in this state had been gi^oluAd^ 
lend i where aven ftith itself shall be tie 
ioffg^ caUed for r and my Joshua is go^ne 
lieftir&.me, prqfes^edij^ to ^'ptepaare a 
pliice fot itte *' (y), leaving me a precious 
'pnimise that He wlfl *' come again atid 
reciji've me to himself^ that where he is, 
there I tkiay be Also " (yy)* Indeed, 

His lovte ill time past forbids me io think. 
He'll leATe me tt lut in ^ntne* to »iiij( ; 

(y) John xhr. 2, 3 ; (yy) i^hn xiv. 2, 3. 
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* Each )iwe^, J|^i||e«r ,1 bay« in f?yif Wi . , 

Confirms his good pleasure to help me quite through. 
■ Determined to save, he watched o'er my path, 
. What $«taii^» faUiid<9lfLve» I sported with de«th ; 
And can he have taught jne to trust in his name. 
Or thus far have brought me to put me to shame ? 

t 4 

I . . . • , • 

I 

Here I sjBt up another Ebejoe^^r,, ^n4 
a3 David did, ^^sit before the. jE^ord}" 
exclaiming with that num of GodX^ Si^ffw 
vii. 18), " fVko am /, J[4ord Ga4^ qf^ 
what is mff house,, that tkou.^pu^. broftg^ 
v^ hitherto V Meditating, as. is. iq]ui^ 
my c^stom, on the Lord's upsp^cli^jf 
wajfs.with me, both in. providienc^ aip4 
grace, and panting for the liberty pf po^r^ 
ing out n^y whole ^ 3qu1 in lerms,^ beiitti^ 
my dc^ep sense of gratitude, for, innpiiierr 
able melrc^^ in both kingdoptt3, I^^d.jthe 
mpst satisfaQtory .and comprebensii^, ut- 
teranc€| in the. above riqpturous exclama- 
tion of D^vid, on Nathw'P divulging the 



Lord's mihd to hitn*; and I often adojA it 
(as I do at this iiustant) in similar exstacy. 
It is a huge Tohiine eonipresMd miio a 
few words; kn anodyne, . mitigating the 
anguish of a sOul oppressed and humbled 
to the dusty orerwhelitted with a sense of 
its polkition before Him In whose sight 
the ** stars lore not pure** <Job xxv. 5), 
and sthiggKiig for access to the throne^ 
%kh Stalks and praises for its expe^ 
riehde of' &Tour and aoc^ptanee tAiere, 
tkrcmgh tibe good offices of the Mediator 
ef the View Co venality notwil&standing 
the interniinable Mack catalogue of its de- 
merits. Oh ! how the devout leprous soul 
in ^s humble frame abhors himself with 
holy Job (xlii. 6) ^* in dust and ashfes ;" 
flowing in the thoughts of the future, 
and recoiling on the past with mingled 
emotions of loathing, hatred ahd disgust*. 

i3 
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In the itieaittimei l go to that' tSkifotie 
boldly with' all m}r Wants 'both' f64f tlbte 
and eternity, unbosoming * tnysHf ikiett 
as to a confidential fHehd i ' being invited 
to cast,— Hot any care of particular itfi- 
portance, or a case of unusual 'diffifcult^f, 
but — all my cares upon Him wlw> carevh 
for me (ar); and, contemplating the' cha- 
racter of Him I have to <lo withy ivhi) 
condescends to " humb^ the hairs of 'iby 
head " (a), and without wht)se knb^bdge 
"a sparrow does not fall to th^ gtoun^* 
(6), I well know that, while He; '-^kk 
keeper of his Israel never '** sluhtb^i^inig 
nor sleeping*" (e), watches my eternal- itr- 
terest with unremitting care, the tnost 
trifling of my temporal concerns Is hot 



{z) 1 Peter, v. 7 ; (a) Matt. x. 30 ; (6) Matt. x. 29 ; 
{c) Psalm cxxi. 4. 
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i<idifierent to^. Him ; : and jthi9i;ef6re humbly 
submitting all to . his so^fei eigfi pleasarcs, 
^s to ivirh^tHe.&ees &X'to give pr .what to 
dmyt and armed vith th^ apostolic com- 
Illa1ldr-^^i,a,every thing, by prayer and 
^pp^pition> wjy^ thanksgiving, to make 
l^ylrQq^e^$ knoiirn. unto God " Of); and 
.thp. prophet's injunction to '' give Him 
,l^O,vre^V ie), I am. undei- no apprehension 
pfrb^ing intru^jive. . 

> M^^ Guthrie, an eminent divine of the 
Qhwrch of ^.Scotland, in the seventeenth 
cf^vitury, ; who will not be suspected of a 
want of due reverence on such occa- 
:^ion$^ by those who have the pleasure of 
knowing his admirable work called the 
" Christian's Great Interest,*' in his 
chapter on communion with God, says : — 

{d) Philip. It. 6 ; (e) Isa. Ixii. 7. 
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^' The beaver tahiy) in a hilktiaMe way, 
be hoineljr and fainlllat 'with God in 
Christ; he inay come wiA boldnea^ t6 
the throiie of grd6e, and not ii!9e a nnm-^ 
ber of eompMientB hi his addl^es^S' to 
Gtod: fbr he fa ho th(^e %i 'mka^fet to 
God;'sd thai^he n^ed^ nbt (^{icriAJb: tiheo 
God «fi xfAe wfad'hM ^({u^^nt^nce t6 
make «^rery hour, ak maxtf frotetsibrii d!0) 
which makes a great ' ittC^Yil^lfttMi^ ^^ 
their rrfigiott.-* 

Indeed he freiiq[uendy voudtsafiSid to 
give toe proofe that I atn Yiot Ifresoiiig to 

* Mr. Guthrie's biographer, in a short but iiiter^itp 
ing m^oir of hb life, pfefited to the GlasgoW 
edition of Mr. Guthrie's wmrk, relates that Br. Oweis 
in a conversation with a Scotch Minister who cbaQce^ 
to visit him, 'said; — ^"You have truly great spirits in 
^Scotland ; and for a divine, (taking oilt of his pocket * 
little gilt copy of Mr. Guthrie's treatise,) that author 
I take to be one of the greatest divines that ever wrote. 
It is my vOdg ikeCHki, «nd I fktty it-ahd the Sedan 
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him; one of which I dmjmtftovi called 
upon to acknowledge^ in delightful^ ex» 
perience. This communion with God 
is, to the hi^liever^ '^ a feast of fiat things, 
fall of marrow " (/), and never cloying, 
whiiqh thousands who are under daily ol^ 
li^tioBS to th^ same henevolent friend, 
n^v^r taste. He gives, itistnie, 'Uiber- 
allpf and without iq>braiding, to all that 
ask him in faith, nothing wavering " {g) ; 
but the bhnd multitude, regardless alike 
of both him and his favours, see only the 
consequences of their own foresight or 
neglect, or what they call chance (where 
the Christian sees providential results 



Kew t'estament still about me. I have wrote several 
fldlios, but there is more divinity in it than them all." 
The works of that celebrated divine are, in these day t, 
comprised in twenty-one octavo volumes. 

(/) Isaiah xxv. 6 : {g) James i. 6, 6. 
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yisely ordered or piriditted), and are 
xonsSe^tienlly^. strangers to that cmquisite 
BeHftedf ethereal gratitude, which swells 
the bosom, and thrills throuj^h th^ iiiti^r- 
mo^t tecesses 6f the souls of those^ to 
.i^hoilii in his good pleasuroi he thus 
ihanif^sts himself. Oh, hoir the child of 
God, seeing, in the comtiionTtierti^^ jof 
ev^r j-day life> the same loVe that ti^iuis^- 
fixed his Sariour to the ciDsfc, feels ^hjmt 
«df constrained to habitual ad6ratii>n.of 
what is at present iilcomprehensibl^, ^d 
to keep all his faculties eoncentrated, 
and as it weie tdisorbed, in the ^ont^m^ 
pTation. Mr» Addison, in his tetid^ me^ 
trical effusion on that subject, says 

PreeioUi aild untiunibeted giftoi 

lil^ daily thatikft eittt^IiQiy ; 
Not ia the least a g^^fdul heah^ 
. That tallies the8« gifts with jby. 
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No indeed, it is fav frxMn the least It 
is no less than one pf the great safe* 
guards of our peace ; a lielief always at 
liand from ibe stings of remorse/ which 
■iust, sooner or later, sap the repose of 
the thoughtless iDgvate, if he dojes not 
die MB he had hve^ unheedful of a bright 
^uaimer of ujuaerk^d mefdies, closing 
perhaps in a dreary lylnter pf trials ai^d 
temptations^ without a glinpfle of th^ 
hand, or the will c£ God in the one ^r 
the i^er ; and f^^ wounded spirit wh^ 
can hear''(£)« 

: Oh Godi hut inTigarete me with the 
I^Bsigna^n of holy Eli (f), and £eme 
weal, came uoe, ip all th&t concerns me 
sa idiis lifis, whedier immediate^ fixMf 
jthy hand, jor by thy chosen jnatripnents. 

^^'^^—»— ——»»i— ——»»—— ^■^»—i——i^i—i»— ^^^——p ■■ ti m 

. .(^) £rov. zyiii. 14 ; (t) l.$»m.iii. 1 tp i8. 
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In the meantiiiie whilst,- after, a long 
course of worldly prosperity, thou hast 
given over some of my friends to the 
''bread of adversity, and the water of 
affiction'* (Jk) in their old age, thou hast 
been pleased to reverse that order in 
thy dealings with me; having, after a 
youth and middle age of crosses in life, 
up to a late period, compassed about my 
grey hairs with health of body — ^a con* 
tented mind — a thankful heart, and a 
profusion of "blessings in my basket, 
and in my store " (/), of which thou know* 
est I am far from luidervaluing the least; 
but I desire to magnify thy holy name, 
and to rejoice especially in thy gift of im- 
perturbable serenity in my present state 
of suspense, not between hope and fear. 



(k) Imiah xxx. 20: (/) Deuteronomy zxviU. 5. 
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for that is all settled^ but as to the day^ 
and the eventftd hour, when " my time 
shall be no longer" (m) ; when the bright 
prospects thoii hast unfolded to me shall 
be realized ; when faith shall be swallow- 
ed up in the sight of him in whom I 
have beheved ; when, " clothed in a robe 
washed and made white in the blood of 
the Lamb" (Rev. vii. 14), I shall fell into 
the . ranks of the " spirits of just men 
made perfect" (n) ; where my faltering 
tongue, no longer under the restraint of 
which it now complains, instead of the 
scanty rills that distil from it occasionally 
at present, shall be at full liberty, in har- 
mony with the angelic choir, to pour 
out endless hbations of praise to '' Him 
that sitteth upon the throne "(o) : — 

(m) Rev. X. 6 ; (n) Heb. xii. 25; (p) Rev. v. 13. ' 

K 



no 

"When the naked soul, surrounded 

With innum'rous hosts of light. 
Shall triumph in the view unbounded. 

And adore the Infinite ! 
In that sudden strange transition. 

By what new md finer sense 
ShaU it grasp the mjghty vision. 

And receive its influence ? 
Will it then no fond emotion. 

Nought of earthly love retain ? 
Or abaorb'd in pure devotion. 

Will no mortal trace remain ? 
Thought, repress thy weak endeavour. 

Here must reason prostrate fall. 
Before the inefiable For Boer, 

And the Eternal AU in AU ! 

I have not, indeed, like the apostle, 
been caught up into the third heaven, and 
there heard things which he says, '* it is 
not kwful for a man to utter (p)/' but I 
am sometimes wafted to its suburbs, and 
share a delight, something of a seraphic 
nature, in the obscure glimpse of what 
passes there, unfolded to me by faith and 

(p) i Cor. xii. 1 to 4. 
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hope, — hot indeed unlawful to describe^ 
but incommunicable by any words within 
the compass of my choice. The believer 
may be said to leap for joy at these times, 
'^ as being for a season carried above all 
sense and thought of sin, self, temptation, 
or trouble."* He is like Elihu, " fall of 

r 

matter" ; like Elihu's beUffy his heart " is 
as wine whicK hath rib vent ; it is ready 
to burst Hke new bottles" (Job xxxii. 
18, 19). Mr. Scougal,f a worthy Scotch 
divine of the seventeenth century, well 
observes, that "when w6 have said all 
that we can, the secret mysteries of a 
new nature and divine life can never 
be sufficiently expressed; language and 
words cannot reach them, nor can they 
be truly understood but by those souls 

* OwRN, on the 130th Psalm, 
t Id his Life of God in the Soul of Man. 
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that are enkindled within, and awakened 
to a sense and relish of spiritual things.'* 
If I be jeered on all this by some igno- 
rant or profane witling among my worldly 
associates^ from whom an entire seclu- 
sion, however desirable, is impracticable 
in this state, and asked how these unut- 
terable things can be?— or how /came 
by the knowledge of them ? I would tell 
him that " it seemeth good in the sight 
of our Father, the Lord of heaven and 
earth, to hide these things from the wise 
and prudent, and to reveal them unto 
babes " (Matt. xi. 25, 26) ; or I would 
answer, in the words of the blessed Jesus 
to Nicomedus, who propounded a simi- 
lar question, but in a far different 
frame of mind, " The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
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Cometh^ and whither it goeth : so is every 
man that is born of the Spirit (q) ; or I 
would say, it is 'Hhe hidden manna, a 
white stone, and a new name written in 
it, which no man knoweth saving he that 
receiveth it." Rev. ii. 17. 

Such a man feels the spiritual machinery 
at work in him, as sensibly as he does the 
wind when it blows. He is as conscious 
that the work is going on, as he is of his 
existence ; he therefore knows that these 
things are. He also knows by what 
agency; but how the agent works, he 
can no more demonstrate, than whence 
the wind comes, and whither it goes. 
This was a mystery to St. Paul (1 Tim. 
iii. 16) ; and Mr. Marshall,* a divine of 
the seventeenth century, eminent alike 

(g) John iii. 1 to 9. 
♦ In his Gospel Mystery of Sanctificaiion, 

k3 
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for his piety and learning, classes the 
process bj which '* Christ and the believer 
become one in spirit, with the mystery of 
die union of the Trinity of Persons in 
one Godhead, and that of the divine and 
human nature in the perscm of Jesus 
Christ — God and man." 

If the witty sceptic, or thoughtlesg 
trifler, be not yet satisfied, knowing that 
a sound lawyer may be a bad advocate, 
and that with a zeial outrunning my judg- 
ment, I might mar a glorious cause by 
feeble and ill-chosen arguments, I would 
wind up the controversy by gravely telling 
him, / know that my Redeemer Uveth 
(Job zix. S5); that He ever Uveth to 
make ifdercessian for me (Heb. vii. 25) ; 
that / know whom I have believed (2 Tim. 
i. \9S) ; that the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save that which wtu lost (Luke 
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xix. 10); that I was lostf and am found 
(Luke XV. 24) ; that whereas I was blind, 
now I see (John ix. 25); that this is 
enough for me at present, and that I wait 
until the open portals of future and final 
revelation shall show me the things which 
must be hereafter^ Rev. iv. 1. 

To conclude : — I know that the work 
is going on, and having an assurance that 
" He who hath begun it will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ" (r), and 
consequently that 

Things future, nor things that are now. 

Not all things below nor above. 
Shall make him his purpose forego, 

Or sever my soul from his love. 

No,— 

My name from the palms of his hands 

Eternity will not erase ; 
Impress'd on his heart it remains, 

In marks of indelible grace. 

(r) Philip, i. 6.) 
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Yes, — I to the end shall endure, 

Ab sure as the earnest is given ; 
More happy t hut not more tecure. 

The glorified spirits in heaven. 

When the eunuch's understanding was 
opened by Philip to apprehend what he 
was reading, and water being at hand, he 
asked the apostle "what hindered his 
being baptized" (*); so after the great 
things the Lord has done for me (t), and 
looking forward to the mighty things re- 
served for me, what hinders my exclaim- 
ing with David, ** Lord, what wait I 
for{u)?'' or with holy Simeon, "Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace according to thy wordy for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation^ (ic). 

Simeon had then the infant Redeemer 
in his arms, but that circumstance gave 

(<) Acts viii. 36 ; (0 Mark v. 1 9 ; (u) Psalm uxiz. 
7 ; {w) Luke ii. 26 to 30. 
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him no advantage over us of this day. 
It had indeed been revealed to him that 
he should not *' see death until he had 
seen the Lord's Christ," — but it was 
only by faith that he could see the pro- 
mised salvation in a helpless baby ; and 
if, as is nothing uncommon, his faith had 
been slumbering before, it was then 
called into action. Let your faith and 
mine, my friend, be not only called into, 
but kept in action, by the revelation of 
that Redeemer, and the fulfillment of all 
the prophecies respecting his advent, 
which we have in the gospel; and so 
shall we enjoy a triumphant anticipation 
of his second coming at that awful day 
*' when all who are in their graves shall 
come forth to judgment"(ar), when the 

(ar) John v. 28, 29. 
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powers of the heavens shall be shaken 
(^), and all creation dissolved (z) : while 
the impenitent, the careless, and incor- 
rigible sinner, if he ever thinks of it at 
all, is left to a gloomy foreboding of all 
its terrors : that day of final retribution, 
when 

The dead in Christ are first to rise. 
And greet the archangel's warning. 

To meet the Saviour in the skies. 
On that auspicious morning : 

No gloomy fears their souls dismay. 

His presence sheds eternal day. 
On those prepared to meet him. 

When, 

Far o'er space to distant spheres. 
The lightenings are prevailing ; 

Th' ungodly rise, and all their tears 
And sighs are unavailing ; 

The day of grace is past and gone. 

They quake before the judgment throne, 
AU'unprepar'd to meet him. 

(y) Matt. xxiv. 29; W 2 Peter iii. 10 to 12. 
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Mr. Baxter, in his CaU to the Uncon* 
vetted^ notices the apathy with which 
such go on their way, regardless of the 
day of grace, which is hourly closbg in 
upon them, thinking they may venture to 
live as most do ; '^ and, when one is cut 
off and cast into hell, and another swept 
away from among them to the same con- 
demnation, it doth not much daunt them, 
because they see not whither they are 
gone." He here introduces the following 
little story, related to him by a friend 
who saw the occurrence upon a bridge 
called Acham Bridge, which crosses the 
Severn. 

'< A man was drivuig a flock of fat 
lambs; and, something meeting them 
and hindering their passage, one of the 
lambs leaped upon the wall of the bridge, 
and his feet sUpping from under him, he 
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• 

fell into the stream ; — the rest seeing him, 
did, one after another, leap over the 
bridge into the stream, where all, or 
nearly all, were drowned. Those that 
were behind did little know what was 
become of those that went before, but 
thought they might venture to follow 
their companions." 

The above seems to be a good illus- 
tration of the ignorance and fatal reck- 
lessness, with which most people are 
witnessing the funeral processions of 
high and low — rich and poor — old and 
young of both sexels, which they are now 
daily encountering*; all these thought- 
less spectators going the same way sooner 
or later, — some perhaps before another 



* During the prevalence of the epidemic called 
Influenza, 
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day passed over their heads, without 
knowing or caring whither they were 
going; no more moved by such 
sights, than if they were so many gar- 
deners' carts going to market ; beginning 
and ending all they have to say on such 
occasions, with — " one cannot turn a cor- 
ner without meeting a funeral": where 
so little is saidy and with such levity, 
there seems no risk of a breach of charity 
in concluding that, in many cases, very 
little is thought Perhaps, like Felix, 
they axe deferring repentance till they 
have a convenient season. We are not 
told that Felix ever found that convenient 
season ; and if it shall turn out so with 
them. 

When rising from the bed of death, 
O'erwhehn'd with guilt and fear. 

They see their Maker face to face, 
01 how shall they appear ? 



When Christ, their judge, shall stand disclosed 

In majesty severe ; 
And sit in judgment on their souls, 

O! how shall they appear? 

So much for man in his unrenewed 
state. I now turn to that same man in 
a regenerated state, under sufferings 
from which he was formerly exempted. 
While he was the willing slave of sin^ 
without any sense of his bondage, and 
consequently no thought of repenting, he 
was no trouble to Satan. He was as 
unfit for heaven as Satan could wish, and 
his work was' done \ but Satan takes the 
alarm and bestirs himself if he finds he 
is threatened with the loss of so loyal a 
sulgect, — ^and leaves nothing undone to 
prevent his enUsting under the banner of 
the cross; and, if enlisted and past re- 
tracting, to render the service as burthen- 
some to him as possible. 
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The late Mr. WilHam Mason, a pious 
layman of Rotherhithe, in his very inter- 
esting work called the " Believer's pocket 
companion^ or the one thing needful to 
make poor sinners rich, and miserable 
sinners happy" — avails himself of the 
following anecdote, in commenting on 
that branch of his subject: — "I have 
read " (Mr. Mason says) " of one who 
undertook to make a fat sheep lean, and 
yet allow it daily a sufficient quantity of 
good and wholesome provender, soft and 
easy lodging, and security from all dan- 
ger that nothing would hurt it. This he 
effected by puttiiig the sheep into an iron 
grate, and placing a ravenous wolf hard 
by in another, who was always howling, 
scenting, and scratching to come at the 
poor sheep. This sad sound, and worse 
sight, so terrified the sheep, that it had 
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little desire to sleep, and less to eat, so 
that his flesh soon abated, and he be- 
came very lean.** 

" Just so - (Mr. Mason adds), " Satan, 
that wolf of prey, serves ^many of Christ's 
sheep. He accuses, teases, and terrifies 
their consciences.; when they cry for 
peace, he says to the poor sinner, as 
Jehu said to the messengers of Jehoram 
— * what hast thou to do with peace (a) ? 
Turn thee behind me.' Though Christ 
is set before the sinner as his food, his 
clothing, and for the peace of his con- 
science — ^yet, what with Ustening to Sa- 
tan's Kes, and the prevailings of unbelief, 
the soul neglects to feed on Christ, and 
to put (fi) him on for peace of conscience : 
— hence he grows very lean, and lives 



(a) 2 Kings iz. 19 ; (b) Rom. xiii. 14 ; Gal. Hi. 27. 
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very uncomfortable. But what dishonour 
is thifi to the glorious work of Christ ? — 
and what distress of conscience do many 
of his beloved sheep (thus unnecessarily) 
labour under?" The word unnecessa- 
rily here is an ihterpolation of mine ; be- 
cause whatever these tempest tossed 
souls may suffer at times under a discon- 
solate view of their spiritual condition, 
oppressed as the devout penman of the 
Ixxvii. Psalm seems to have been (7 8 9 
verses)*, yet, having the blessed assurance 
that Jesus *^ having loved his own which 

• "Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be fa- 
" Tourable no more ? Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? 
" Doth his promise fail for evermore ? Hath God for- 
" gotten to be gracious ? Hath he in anger shut up his 
"tender mercies? Selah. (Verse 10.) And I said, this 
" is my infirmity." The psalmist appears, by what fol- 
lows, to have arrived at this conclusion by calling to 
mind God's gracious ways with his people on former 
occasions. 

l3 
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were in the vorld^ he loved them to the 
end" (c), their misgiving is merely the va- 
cillation of their infirmity — ^the swerving 
of an unsteady course, while faith wavers 
at the helm, as the psalmist exultingly dis- 
covers in the 10th verse, to have been the 
case with him in a similar frame ; but 

How hard and rugged is the way, 

To some poor pilgrims' feet. 
In all they do, or think, or say. 

They opposition meet. 

Others again more smoothly go, 
Secur'd from hurts and harms ; 

Their Saviour leads them gently through. 
Or bears them in his arms. 

Faith and repentance all must find. 

But yet we daily see. 
They differ in their time and kind> 

Duration and degree. 

Crosses and changes are their lot. 

Long as they sojourn here ; 
But since their Saviour changes not. 

What have the saints to fear ? 

- ■ ■ ■ 

(c) John xiii. I. 
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I now bid you adieu, my dear friend. 
I have been more particular than usual 
with this commemoration of my eighty- 
second birthday, being in the expectation 
that another such occasion will not oc- 
cur. In that indeed I may be dis- 
appointed by Him who " numbereth my 
steps" (cQ. They cannot be many more, 
however, without a change in his decree, 
with whom there is no variableness, nor 
shadow of turning" (e). But oh! be they 
many, or be they few, — be thy gracious 
purpose in that respect what it may — 

Father I whate*er of earthly bliss. 

Thy soyereign will denies ; 
Accepted at the throne of grace. 

Let this petition rise. 

May the sweet hope that thou art mine, 

My life and death attend ; 
Thy presence through my journey shine. 

And crown that journey's end. 

(d) Job xiv. 16 ; (e) James i. 17. 
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In the hope that such may be the end 
of both your journey and mine — accom- 
plishing our days in peace — " bound up 
in the bundle {/) of life," and thus 
finaUy, with all the elect, meet in the 
fellowship of everlasting joy, I remain 
with an indelible sense of all your kind- 
ness, during a course of seven and forty 
years, 

My dear Friend, 

Yours affectionately, 

A, G. 



(/) 1 Sam. XXV. 29. 



The Letter to my Friend is retained 
in the foregoing, nearly word for word; 
but, as reflections and meditations oc- 
curred, has been enlarged on its desti- 
nation for the public eye. I have also 
taken that opportunity of adding the 
Appendices A, B, C, D, and E. 



May \5th, 1837. 



APPENDIX A. 



The following colloquy of the Rev. 
Oliver Haywood, A. M., with his soul, 
harmonizes most sympathetically with 
my present state. 

" How is it with thee now, O my soul" 
(as Mr. H. expostulates), ^^when the 
casket that keeps this precious jewel is 
so cracked? What sayest thou, trem- 
bling inhabitant, when thy house begins 
to fail, and the foundations of this taber- 
nacle of clay are felt to totter? — art 
thou troubled? Thy head was sick 
through a blind and perverse under- 
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standing, and thy heart faint through 
weakness in grace, and strength of sin- 
ning: — now thy head doth ache with 
pain, and thy heart is sick with a 
grievous distemper. God will retaliate 
with a judgment suitable to the offence. 
Acknowledge the justice of awarding 
suffering according to thy sin ; and ad- 
mire God's goodness that it is not more 
severe ; praise him for his goodness and 
pity — ^improve this blessed opportunity 
to get thy heart nearer heaven, and far- 
ther from the world : long for thy house 
from above, and wait for it till it come, 
and watch over thy heart. The alarm 
is sounded — the signal is given — there- 
fore lay down thy weapons — surrender 
thyself as the Lord's prisoner; he will 
not harm, but deliver thee. Is not a 
happy deliverance, better than a cruel 
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slavery ? Fear not God's call : — it is but 
to bring thee to himself, — and canst thou 
be in an evil place when in God's pre- 
sence^ who is the perfection of happiness ? 
But stay — he comes not yet — thy time is 
not yet expired — thy sun is not yet set — 
knowest thou that ? Granted ; but wiU 
it therefore follow that — ^it wiU not come 
at all ? Will it be any disadvantage to 
thee to be ready long before death come ? 
surely not, but the contrary. What 
comfort will rebound to thee thereby, 
and what glory to God ? " 

Mr. Haywood was minister of Coley 
Chapel, in Lincolnshire^ in the seven- 
teenth century, and died on the 4th of 
May, 1702. He was one of the many 
who su£fered much by persecution for 
nonconformity in Charles the Second's 
time. There is only this difference be- 
ll 
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tween his case, and mine — that he was 
called to the contemplation of death, 
more specially than usual, by severe 
bodily affliction on his road to the ciiy 
of refuge; and I, by my advanced age 
and infirmity. He is safe at the end of 
his journey; and, although I have not 
had so clear a demonstration of the 
Lord's purpose in my case, as the lying 
prophet had (Jeremiah xxviii. 16); yet, 
feeling sensibly that life, at best but a 
vapour (James iv. 14), is now with me 
literaUy a lingering death, I am an im- 
portunate suitor at the throne for help 
to hold myself in readiness to foUow 
him; and, with Qethsemane for my 
finger post, keeping Calvary in view, I 
am happily preserved firom any disquiet- 
ing fear of missing my way. In the 
meantime. 
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Tis sweet to rest in tively hope, 
That, when my change shaQ come, 

Angels will hover round my bed, 
And waft my spirit home. 

Soon too my slumbering dust shall hear 
The trumpet's quick'ning sound ; 

And, by my Saviour's pow'r rebuilt, 
At his right hand be found. 

I have said^ and truly said, that my 
Kfe is now a lingering death — ^it is so — 
but how am I lingering? — in perfect 
health of body and peace of mind ; sur- 
rounded by comforts : in a humble trust 
of being in favour with God, and cer- 
tainly at peace with my fellow men. My 
Redeemer's death was also a lingering 
death — but how different! — ^he lingered 
for hours on the accursed tree, in an 
agony of body such as can enter into the 
heart or mind of no man to conceive — 
mercy to others all the while streaming 
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from every pore of bis lacerated frame — 
and we can less, if possible, conceive any- 
thing of bis mental anguish, and con- 
vulsion of soul, wben, witb tbe bitter cup 
at bis lips, tbe fainting dying Lamb 
raised bis voice in tbat doleful remon- 
strance witb bis Father, recorded by the 
Evangelists Matthew and Mark, my 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me ! — ^and all to save tbe wretched worm 
man — me who writes, and thou who 
readest — ^from tbe pangs of torments, 
aggravated by unavailing remorse, which 
after milHons of years shall have elapsed, 
will be as far from their end as wben 
they began. 

The man whose mind is rightly consti- 
tuted, is often oppressed by a sense of 
obligation to his fellow man; be may, 
however, in some cases, find relief in 
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making a pa];tial return. But the once 
enslaved sinner^ ransomed from. such a 
destiny^ at such a price, in vain ransacks 
every corner of his heart, for any return 
he can make, be it only a sense of gra- 
titude, in his own power. In this strait 
he has nothing left for it, but to go to his 
knees in some such strains as those here 
subjoined, adapted by that extraordinary 
man, Mr. John Newton, * for cele- 
brating his own blood-bought pardon. 
They appear to breathe a spirit of con- 
trition, humiliation, and thanksgiving, 
while absorbed in meditation on redeem- 
ing love, well befitting such occasions — 
he so paraphrases Ephesians ii. IS, 
13. Had I been sitting to the apostle 



• Late Rector of St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard-street, 
and author of the Cardiphot^, Omicron, &c. 

m3 
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toff Bj s^ritoal pmtrait, as it was and 
now tf , when he had his pen in his 
hand^ he coold not hare hit it €ff more 
fiuthfhUy dian I find it there; and so 
Mr. Newton, no donbt, foond it when 
disbordening his heart as fcAows: — 



In evil kBgl took de^g|lt, 
Unawcd byihimp or tmr. 

Tin a new olgect rtmck mj sjglit. 
And ttaj^d mj viid 



I s«r one banging on a tne. 

In agonies and blood. 
Who fixed hB languid eja on me. 

As near his croaa I itood. 



Sure nerer tin my latest breath. 

Can I forget that look ; 
It seemed to chaige me with bis death, 

Thooghnot awoidhe qpoke. 

Mj conscience fidt, and own'd the guilt. 

And plimg'd me in despair ; 
I saw my sins bis blood bad spilt. 

And bdp'd to nail him there. 
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Alas 1 I knew not what I did ; 

But now my tears are vain ; 
Where shall my trembling soul be hid f 

For I the Lord have slain. 



«« 
<« 



A second look he gave, which said, 
I freely aU forgive ; 
This blood is for thy ransom paid; 
I die that thou may'st live."* 

Thus while his death my sin displays 

In all its blackest hue, 
(Such is the mystery of grace) 

It seals my pardon too. 

With pleasing grief, and mournful joy. 

My spirit now is filled, 
That I should such a life destroy, 

Yet Uve by him I kilPd. 

* Oh, how that scene, and ail the circumstances of 
the last four-and-twenty hours of my Saviour's life on 
earth, flit in rapid succession before my mind's eye 
sometimes, when I meet a Jew old clothesman in the 
street. I see passing by me a descendant of that once 
highly favoured mighty race, who formerly, under the 
banner of their Almighty Leader, vanquished kingdom 
after kingdom; but are now themselves blotted out 
from among the nations ! 

Thus one series of the prophecies respecting their 
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temporal concemt is titerally fulfilled. They have gra- 
cious promises, however, to look to, which will, in 
God's good time, be realized with equal certainty. 
Lord, hasten ** those days and that time," in which 
thou art pleased to say, by thy servant Jeremiah (1. 20), 
'* the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there 
shall be none, and the sins of Judah, and they shall not 
be found"; — "when the days of their mourning shall 
be ended" (Isaiah Iz. 20). Amen t 



APPENDIX B. 



The following will be found to have 
reference to the subject of page 30. It 
was addressed, in illustration of a par- 
ticular conversation I had with him some 
time ago, to a friend who is familiar with 
its technical style, as some other readers 
may perhaps be: — 



To 



I spoke from experience in my letter 

to , when I called 

this life a state of warfare ; for not a 
day, and some days not an hour passes 
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over my head^ that I have not some as- 
sault to repel ; the old man still contend- 
ing for the mastery, and the new one 
sometimes put to it to maintain his as- 
cendancy. There was a time when, in 
the school of nature, I should not have 
understood this language; — ^I should 
have treated it, wherever I heard it^ as 
the chimera of a foolish or disorded 
brain; — ^but I have been at a school 
since, where I have been well exercised 
in it ; where all its obscurity has been 
removed, and its import experimentally 
opened to me by " a new and living way", 
that I cannot mistake. 

I have taken a fancy to compare the 
zig-zag path of the heaven-bound Chris- 
tian, to the track of a ship in the channel 
bound to Portsmouth, with the wind 
variable. 
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The ship has sometimes a fair wind ; 
and sometimes all goes smoothly with 
the Christian. 

She has at other times to heat against 
a foul one ; and the Christian has often 
to beat against his corrupt nature, as- 
sailed by snares and temptations without, 
while a traitor in his bosom is always 
ready to give them admittance. 

The ship, sometimes by the veering of 
the wind, loses on one tack, nearly bSL 
she had gained on the other; — ^so the 
Christian, in an hour of languishing faith, 
and faiotness of heart (Leviticus xxvi. 
36), nearly looses all he had gained, per- 
haps the hour before, in lively hope. 
One day he says of the Lord, '^ he is 
my refuge and my fortress '' ; and the 
next perhaps '* he says in his haste, he 
is cut off" (Psahn xci. 2, and xxxi. 22). 
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The ship however contimies to beiH; 
up, against wind and tide; and; by per- 
severance gaina grcnmd ; — so the' experi- 
enoed Christian, knowing that idl the 
fluctuations in his frames are ^bat tem- 
porary, and consequently no: otiterion 
whereby to judge of his real state; looks 
over them, or through them, for renewed 
refreshing visits from his Friefild^ in-'^bs^ 
there is " no variableness, nor shadow ci 
turning" (James LIT); *^ the saine yentBt^ 
day, and to-day, and for evi^r'* (Heb. 
liii. 8); and thus he also gaJusgroiind 
against all obstacles, though perhapis 
sometimes slowly. - . 

The ship, whatever obstructions' » con- 
trary wind may o£fer, never tibrows all 
aback; satisfied with the piogress she 
has made, until she reaches her^deslined 
port ; but some Christians, reposing on 
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ftelfisb imstaken views of their case, and 
thinking their mountain stands too strong 
to be. moved (Psalm xxx. 6, 7), betake 
themselves to rest under a gourd of 
their own, little suspecting a withering 
worm in preparation for smiting it (Jonah 
iv. 4 to 8). 

The ship is never without a light in 
the binnacle, — the sun by day, and a can- 
dle or a lamp by night ; — ^here she has 
an envied advantage in her course over 
that of the stoutest Christian that lives, 
whose compass is often darkened; — but he 
knows where light is to be had, and prays 
for help to follow the prophet's advice in 
the following well-adapted text : — " who 
is among you that feareth the Lord 
— ^that obeyeth the voice of his ser- 
vant — that walketh in darkness and 
hath no light ? let him trust in the name 

N 
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Dfthe Lord, aiid> stdy ttpoti his God'' 
(Isaiah L 10)» > . > 

At length the idiip mtnidii > St. ^^n'4 
point, and the swtM winnl wMeh had 
bera against her, beeom^s a iiiir wind } 
—she squaffesher yards^Mnins up to her 
anchoring ground at Spitbeadj in tri* 
umph, and all on board are welcomed by 
their friends; — so the Christian, whos^ 
faith had surmounted all its triak, finally 
enters upon his rest ; welcomed by Him 
" whom haying not seen b6 had lov^d " 
( 1 Peter i. 5)^ to the inherifeanee of the 
kingdom prepared for the ^^ blessed of 
his Father fr6m the foundatioja of the 
world " (Matt, xxv,, 54)i . 

In the meantime, when contemplatii^ 
that transcendently interesting prdspect 
of the end qf mff faitk{l P^ter i. 9), I 
find such compoi^tions as the subjoined 



147 

tender eifusioa of the amiable poet 
Cowper, paraphrasing Philipplans i. S3, 
pleasing helpB toine4itotioi); aqd, in the 
hqpe tibftl youJiaay aJbo find it acceptable 
at.9Ueh times, remain, 

^ • ■ My dear Friend, 

' ' "' Yours now, and to the end of 

My small remnant of time, 

A. G 

To Jesus, the crown of my hope. 
My soul is in haste to be gone : 
. 1 bear me« ye Cherubim, up. 

And iwaft me away to his throne. 

My Saviour ! whom absent I love, 
>^hom not having seen I adore ; 

Whose name is exalted above 
AU glory, dominion, and pow'r. 

Piasolve, thou« these bonds that detain 
My soul from its portion in thee : 
•^ ' Oh ! shiilEe off this adamant chain, 
;/)Lnd iqalce me eteTnaUy free. 



J " •' . • • 
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When that happy era begins. 

When array'd in thy glories I shine. 

Nor grieye any more, by my sins. 
The bosom on which 1 recline^ 

then shall the veil be removed. 

And round ihe thy-fanghtness be pour'd ; 

1 shall meet him whom absent I loy*d» 

I shall see whom unseen I Ador'd : 

And then, never more shall the fears. 
The trials, temptations, and woes» 

Which darken this valley of tears. 
Intrude on my blissful repose. 

Or if yet remember'd above. 
Remembrance no sadness wiQ nSse 7 

They will be but new signs of thy love ; . , . . 
New themes for my wonder and praise. 

« 

Thus the strokes which, from sin and from pain. 

Shall set me eternally free. 
Will but strengthen and rivet the chain 

Which binds me, my Saviour, to thee. 



APPENDIX C. 

Seepage 94, etieq. 



. A slip of a coliuxm of a country news* 
paper, with* the foHowing story, was lately 
put into itiy hand:— 

*' Canine Fidblity. — A Scotch noble- 
man had a favourite mastiff, in whom 
such was his fondness, he had pardoned 
many felonies, chiefly of sheep murder. 
His patience being worn out, he at length 
ordered the dog to be hanged, and ad- 
dressed him to that effect in a pathetic 
speech. The dog, as if he understood 

n3 
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him, instantly disappeared, and was na 
more heard of in Scotland. Two year* 
afterwards, the Duke (ferhe was n6 less)^ 
travelfing in Flanders, was! benighted in 
one of the foreiitd there; and tiie> nexfl 
stage being a fortified town) h^ > wafi told 
at the' lone inn where he had^sttippedi 
that being too late^ he would riot be*9id' 
mitted, and he agreed to a proposal inade 

to him to remain where he wds. alii oM^^y 
the aoGommodalion being tolef ably gbodi 
At supper, to his and tahis setrant's 
astonislunent, he saw enter the room his 
old and favourite mastiff, whom he had 
been forced to condemn to death. Great 
were the rejoicings on both sidea; and it 
was observed that the dog would never 
quit him, but resisted - all Attempts of this 
people of the house to drive or coax him 
from the chamber. As night advanced. 
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and the Duke ^rt^ar^d tb go <to .bed> the 
dog' became agkated; <]ie howled 'and 
scratched ihe Soot, thiSTi laid'his paws on 
the Ddke'ai'&hoolders^aiid lookedl wistr' 
fiiUyinihi^ face^ but was oompariitiyeljr 
quiet ^U' the servant departed to a chani^ 
ber allotted to him out of the house. 
TiterEhike then beginning to undress^ 
tlie'dog b^canne violeirt in opposing the 
sttippitigy laid hold of the coat with his 
teetht, ahd struggled hard^ and eren 
^ercelyf to pre^eent him from proceeding. 
The < Duke was struck with this strange 
violence,' ahd. finding that whenever he 
desisted^ die:dogwas quiet, reposed: faini* 
self in an armed chair, instead of going 
to bed* > Here he dozed for a couple of 
hours, when* he was waked by the bark 
of his firiend, and on opening his eyes was 
astonished at seeing the bed descending 
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through the floor. He immediately gave 
an alarm ; the descent of the bed stopped^; 
and the Duke grasped his pistols, wait- 
ing the event. Some minutes afterwards 
he thought the door, which was bolted in 
the inside, was attempted; at least he 
heard footsteps, upon which he fired 
through the planks, and hallooed loudly 
for his servant from the wmdow. It was 
Midsummer, and soon became light, and 
being joined by his man, they sallied over 
the house, accompanied everywhere by 
the dog, who expressed his pleasure, it 
was said, by every possible canine ges- 
ticulation. They searched the house, 
and every adjoining shed, but found the 
whole abandoned ; nor (that I ever beard) 
was there any further result. But the 
dog was of course taken home, pardoned 
all his felonies, and lived happily with hia 
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master ever afterwards.** — Mr. Ward'9 
Human Life. 

Not being in possession of Mr. Ward's 
work, I borrowed it for the purpose of 
reference, and find the anecdote occurs 
in the first volume, in a chapter on Pro^ 
videncey dedicated, at page 251, to the 
Hon. and Rev. Augustus Phipps, Rector 
of Halesworth, in Suffolk, in the third 
aection of which it is introduced, in a 
dialogue on Particular Providence. 

This is not a place, were I qualified, 
for criticising the arguments of Mr. 
Ward's speakers, on the questions of 
Providence, Predestination, Free Will, 
&c. The merely inquisitive reader may 
consult them for his amusement ; and the 
serious reader may, perhaps, not think 
an hour misemployed in reading, with 
some attention, tjbat discussion on the 
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mysterious ways of Hka who/' layeth the 
beams of his chaipljers in th.9 ^atets" 
(Psalm civ. 3). 

I may, however, observe on the Jtbov^ 
story, that we know dpgj^ will s^ripk 
from, and endeavour to avoid, . a dau:^ 
ger they see; but to admit the ide^.iff, 
the dog alluded to disappearing. ,p^ifj^ 
alarm at a danger only threatened||f^a^ 
s^em a tax on our credulity; and, yj^jt^ 
when it is considered that a dog of h^^ 
description was not likely to suffer him- 
self to be carried off by violence, and as 
little likely to wander or be allured fyqra 
a master he loved, it appears somewh«t^ 
difficult to reject it.* 

* r remember reading some years ago (I forget where 
or when) of a Newfoundland dog, who had grown old 
in the service of his master on board of a ship, disap- 
pearing ' on being reminded of the helpless state to 
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If it be admitted, th6 dog's first im- 
pulse, in what may be called his state of 
nature, would probably have been to tear 
his master to pieces for Ms 6wn pireser- 
vation. !Butho! he is regenerated ; love 
has worked in him a change, di£Pering in* 
deed in kind, but tiot less in degree, than 
that which grace works in man ; he is quite 
a difflbrent^ — a new dog, and, revolting 
from ^e thoughts of offering any violence 
to his beloved master, he betaken himself 
toflij 
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^icK he was reduced by old age, a!iid threatened to be 
shot. To the surprise of his master, he was brought 
on board his own ship the next day, from another that 
lay near, to which it appeared he had swam when he 
was missed, and being known, was restored to his 
master accordingly. These two anecdotes seem to f^r>> 
aish work for the pioneer in mystery ; breaking ground 
with the admission of the two dogs disappearing, as above 
narrated, which hecan have no reason to doubt, and delv- 
ing until he come to their reasons for so disappearing. 
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Gitiiig him this credit for sensihility, 
the state of tbt poor exile's mindpn for-* 
saking his much-loved home, may be 
conceived from his conduat on, hb unex- 
pected providential «e<4tni9ii widi . his 
master in a d«i of astasains* two yefars 
afterwards; from which it appeacs .thai 
unquenchable bve, however assailed it 
might have been by time, or otherwise 
had never abdicated its throne in hip 

heart. Here a probability is wggeste^ 
that he to whom the forlorn creature had 
attached hunself on his flight from hiis 
jfirst master, had disappeared mysteri- 
ously (in the same haunt of ,rufBan&i>.cMPL 
the bed where his old master was jim- 
paring to repose, and only preserved fro^ 
destruction by the &ith&l animal's e^fo- 
tience and importunity; and be it- ob- 
served, that he could not have acq^mfd 
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that experience had he remained at home, 
and accompanied his master in his 
travels. 

We have in <his story a fine parable 
of our divine Master's never-ending love 
to his own whom he had once loved ; but 
man searches his heart in vain for any 
counterpart of such an undeviatiag, ar* 
dent, and unsophisticated a return as the 
dog evinces to his master. The sub* 
joined expostulation forms a test that 
may, in a good measure, help the hesi- 
tating anxious Christian in scanning that 
question with his conscience. I often re- 
sort to it; and, at those comfortable 
times and seasons when my languishing 
graces ** revive as the com and grow as 
the vine" (Hosea xiv. 7), I am really at a 
loss. for a satisfactory reason, why I 
should not be as confident as the apostle 
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Peter was^ when questioned on that head 
by the blessed Jesus in person* at His 
second appearance to his disciples after 
his resurrection (John xxi. 15» 16| 17)^ 

"Its a p<Nnt I long to know. 
Oft it causes anxious thought ; 

Do I love the Lord, or no ? 
Am I his, or am 1 nott 

If I love, why am I thus ? 

Why this dull and lifeless frame ? 
Hardly, sure, can they be worse 

Who have never beard his name I 

Could my heart so hard remaini 
Piay'r a tadc and burthen prove ; 

Ev'ry trifle give me pain. 
If I knew a Saviour's love ? 

When I turn my eyes '^thin. 
All is dark, and^Mdn, and ii41d; 

Filled with unbelief and sin. 
Can I deem myself a child ? 

If I pray, or hear, or read. 

Sin is miz'd with aU I do ; 
You that love the Lord indeed, 

T^U me is it thus with you ? 



f 1 
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■ Yet I mourn my stubborn will. 
Find my sin a grief and thrall ; 

• ^ Shobldl giietfe for what I feel. 
If I did. not love at aU? 

C^uld 1 joy bis saintft to meet; 

Choose the ways I once abhor'd. 
Find at times the promise sweet. 

If I did not love the Lord ? 

Lord, decide the doubtful case ; 

Thou who art thy people's sun ; 
Shme upon thy work of grace, 

If it be indeed begun. 

Let me k>ve thee more and more. 

If I love at all, 1 pray : 
If I have not lov'd before. 

Help me to begin to-day. 

I am loth to dismiss the dog story 
without adverting to the hand of Provi- 
dence so evident in it— to that eye 
which compasses, at a glanee, every 
thing past, present, and to come ! but 
in that instance, and in the bias, secret but 
irresistible, which an unseen, unerring 
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Power imparts to our paths all through 
life, blind, perverse, thoughtless people see 
nothing but that non-descript thing they 
call chance — a word which our iivlefati- 
gable lexicographer evades all atteanpt to 
define; contenting himself with meirely 
quoting it as a synonyme with others, 
equally destitute of all meaning, isolated 
from the idea of the mysterious hand of 
the great Governor of the Universe 
thus ruling everything in his own wayi 
on immutable principles — ^by means of 
his own choice — and for his own ends ; 
whether on a plan digested in the infinite 
mind, from all eternity, fore-ordaining 
and providing for every emergency that 
could, or can, possibly arise ; or on oc« 
casions, as he sees fit to appoint for the 
display of his sovereignly in the affairs^ 
of his creatures, it is worse thftn iis^|f|^ 
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labour ta enquire. That is among the 
things which *^ the angels desdre to look 
into '* (1 Peter i. 12). 

However that may be, I am here once 
more (for such calls can never end but 
with my life) called upon to prostrate 
myself, in humble adoration of that Pro- 
vidence, which has directed my steps 
through life difierently, and often (much 
to my temporary disappointment) in op- 
position, to the ways I had devised for 
myself (Proverbs xvi. 9) ; and so, in spite 
of my wajnvardness, has finally strewed 
my path with roses ; while others, also in 
ihe last stage of their pilgrimage, are 
dragging their weary, cheerless days 
through the thorns and briers, the worm- 
wood and the gall of worldly cares, 
embittering their every hour, perhaps, 
both at home and abroad — alike in the 

o3 
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mansion, and in the cottage — hopeless 
of aDeriation in the tinsel of the one, 
and stin less in the gloom of the other, 
and yet to learn where or how it is to be 
fonnd elsewhere ! For such a harvest, 
much and long threatened with blight, 
*' bless the Lord^ O my smU, and all thai 
U within me, bless his holy name. Sless 
the Lardy O my souly and/hrget noi alt 
his benefits : who fargiveth all thine ini^ 
quities; who healeth att thy diseases? 
who redeemeth thy life from destrmeHomr 
who crowneth thee with mercy ^ and 
loving kindness " (Psalm ciii. I to 4). 

I have, in another place,* been more 
particular in recognizing God's fatherly 
care of me through the quicksands of my 



* Lkttbb to an Aoso Feihib. 
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infatuated worldly career; and, by his 
help^ succeed^ with no little comfort^ in 
keeping a good conscience towards him 
so far; but what tongue — yrhat pen — 
sjiall attempt to compass the immeasu- 
rable height — the fathomless depth of 
the work of that renewing grace — that 
Ipve 'beyond degree — ^which^ after allow- 
ing ipe to gambol on the confines of heD 
with all the thoughtlessness (as I have 
somewhere seen that man characterized 
whosei desire is to the things of this life 
only) of a, frolicsome horse, delighting 
himself in. a rich pasture, unchecked by 
the harness, has enabled me to trust 
that my name is after all " written in the 
Lamb*s book of life " (Rev* xxi. 27) ; 
and that 

Though greedy worms devour nxy skin. 
And gnaw my wasting flesh ; 
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Wlioi God ihall nke my bones tgam, 
He'U doth them aU afresh. 

nieD shall I see my Jestt's hot. 

With bright immortal eyes. 
And feast oa yet tmknown grace. 

In raptmoas surprise.— Job six. 25, 26. 27. 

A. G. 



APPENDIX D. 

See pages 47 and 48, also 64, et teg. 



Mr. Bickersteth,* in his much approved 
Treatise on the Lord's Supper y and in his 
chdi-fter on preparatiouy says^ *' Another 
material subject of inquiry is, as to 
your Faith. Have you a lively faith in 
God's mercy through Christ ? Has the 
conviction of your sinfulness led you to 
seek, as a poor and lost sinner, those 

• Rector of Watton, in Hertfordshire. His treatise 
has gone through nine large editions, since 1822, and an 
abridgment of it is now in general use, as a Companion 
to the Altar, 
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mercies wbich are treasured up in Christ 
Jesus ? It is only those who Icnow and 
trust in Christ, the Saviour, that are ip a 
state of meetness for the Lord's Supper ; 
and here you have need to watch against 
self deception. Many think tliat they 
have faith in Christ, when they have it 
not. If we were to ask them, 'Do you 
believe in Christ ? ' they would be ready to 
take offence at the question, and to reply, 
' Do you take me for an infidel ? I am a 
Christian, and of course believe in him.' 
But, alas ! this is not of course. Would 
to God that all that are called Christians 
were trusting in Christ Jesus! Real 
faith is not, as you will have seen in a 
former chapter, a mere uninfluential as- 
sent of the understanding to the truths of 
Christianity; but such a belief of the 
gospel as leads us to a daily and hourlv 
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trusting in Christ for a supply of all our 
necessities.^* 

In a note on tlie foregoing, he says 
"' The nature of faith may be iUustmted 
asfoUows* In the late severe winters in 
London'' (this was written in 1822), "« 
place urns fitted up for the reeeption of 
the houseless poor ; bills were pelted up 
in Afferent parts of the town, directing 
persons where to find this refuge. Many 
read them oui of mere curiosity^ and fully 
assented to the truth of the fact, and 
thought nothing more about it ; but the 
poor and destitute read them as hoeing 
a deep interest in them, as a guide to di- 
rect them where to goforfood^ and lodg- 
ing j and all they needed'' He goes on 
and asks, " Is our faith in God's word 
such as this ? Does it lead us to Christ ? 
The same image (Mr. B. adds) will further 
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illustraie this subfecL If any who were 
poor and destitute read the biUs to which 
we have alluded, but did not believe them, 
or thought thai jf they applied, they 
would not be accepted; or if they did not 
come, because tAey preferred prowling 
about the streets in Beggary, wretehed- 
ness, and crime; such persons ($et Hie 
very same part with unbeHeversinf Chsist, 
who may acknowledge the trtdh of wMat 
the gospel declares, but siiU do not indi- 
vidually come to Christ for the blessings 
which he has promised to those who apply 
to himJ* 



APPENDIX, IE, 

> Seepage^* 



> I:€9imQt look to my right hmi or to 
tny lelt^ in the street, without aeeing caUs 
. on. .my gsatitiide ; but since writit^^g the 
ftwegoii^t a heavy tribute has been ex- 
acted of me, and jc^^lly rendered, on 
cantrastijjg the following tragical case with 
the comfort anticipated at my last hour- 
It occurs in the 277th page of th^ 4th 
edition of Mr. Taylor's life of the poet 
Cowper. After alluding to Mr. Cow- 
per'8 yarious Kterary engagements, he 
says, '* These numerous engagements, 
however, did not prevent the poet 
from recording his sentiments respecting 

p 
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any circumstance that occurred^ which 
he thought deserving of notice. About 
this time, the fdlowing mdancholy event 
happened, which drew from him fines 
expressive of his entire abhorrence of 
cruelty, by whomsoever perpetrated ; and 
whether practised upon man, or upon the 
lower order of ammah. 

" John A i Esq. « yMn^^^nffe- 

fnan of large fortmrne^ who was possum- 
atelyjhndcf coo^ighHt^, came to Us 
death in the fottoumgawfidnumner^ He 
had a fmoasarite ooek, upon whick he hud 
won many kargemms^ iheiaMbet heiaid 
upon it, he iosi, whieh so ^enraged Aon, 
thai he had the tird tied to a spH^ and 
roasted aUve^ before a iarge fire. IChe 
screams ^ tho^n^ing mdmml wen so 
affectingy that some gentlemen ssho were 
present attempted to interfere; which so 
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exasperated Mr. ' » « *^yihai he seized 
ihe poker ^ tmdj ufHhibentoit fnkrwws ve^ 
iemence^ ^dectaired thai h^wduldkilUhe 
first man mh& mteitfered^ btM, in the 
imdH.of\hi4rugeandiniptecc[tionSi aw* 
fill: to \r0iatet he fell d&umdead upon the 

^'Cowper (Mr. Taylor adds) was so 
^^y $Sect;ed by the circamfetanc^V that 
lie)00XKipQ8ed a poetic obituary on the oc- 
ca^ion^ which was inserted in the Gen- 
ibman^ Magazine for May, 1789 f and 
baa since been published in the additional 
Volumes of hid works compiled and edited 
by* hi^ kinsman^ Dr. Johnson." 
.V\NiWe »ee many going before their Judge 
i]dk' ^circumstanced leaving no satisfactory 
ground for hQpe> althongh ^veii of them 
WV& are not to despair. But, i?aere it not 
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for the interdiction against our judging 
in any case^ we might he tempted to 
think of the ahovei that perhaps few 
cases, so utterly destitute of all hope, 
have occurred since the days of Judas 
IscarioL Surely if Mr. A.'s breast had 
been transparent, a model of hell, with 
all the infernal machinery at work, would 
have been exhibited to the horror-stricken 
beholder. 

The limited circulation that may be 
expected for this humble tract, from an 
obscure pen, will not do much towards 
giving it pubUcity, but I am unwilling to 
omit my mite to that effect; although 
the miserable class of the present day, 
whom it most concerns, will probably be 
the last to see it, and the least affected 
by it if they do. 
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I expected that such a muse as Mr. 
Cowper's would not have restricted her 
pen to the rehearsal of Mr. A/s barba- 
rity. So demoniacal a process is indeed a 
subject of unusual attraction to any pen ; 
but I trusted that the catastrophe which 
drew the curtain on the dreadful scene, 
would have formed a prominent part in 
the obituary alluded to. In this, how- 
ever, I have been somewhat disappointed. 
He recounts the poor bird's sufferings 
with exquisite pathos, in a poem called 
The CocJcJighters Garland, at page 85 of 
the volume above quoted, but concludes 
with the following rather concise notice, 
where I had hoped he would have been 
most diffuse. On the anxiety of Mr. 
A.*s companions to save the bird, and his 
stern prohibition against all interference, 
Mr. Cowper says, 

p3 
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' '< Ail, ««ppt]Uit. beg « mydiar fate, 
'< For the old warrior at the prate ; 

He, deaf to pity's call, 
Whirl'd round him, rapid as awfteel, 
Hia culinary clab of steeV 
Menacing death on all. 

But yengeanoe hung not fiir remote. 

For while he stretched his cIam*rous throat. 

And heaven and earth dei&ed, 
0ig with a corse too closely pent. 
That struggled vainly for a vent. 

He tottered, reel'd, and died. 

Tis not for us, with rash surmise, 

To point the judgment of the skies^ ' - 

But judgments plain as this. 
That, sent for man's instruction, bring 
A written label on their wing, 

'Tis hard to read amias 1 

The ominous hand-writing on the wall, 
which sealed the doom of the impious 
monarch (Daniel v, 5), required interpret 
tation ; but the fatal label sent to Mr. 
A. on the winged shaft of His vengeance, 
to whom belongeth vengeance and re*- 



m 

compense (Deuteronomy xxxii. SS), it is 
indeed, as Mr. Cowper says, hard to 
read amiss. 

Many, in reading the above, may per- 
haps congratulate themselves, in the lan- 
guage of the Pharisee, that their habits, 
temper, and disposition are different from 
Mr. A.'s, shuddering at but imagining 
the possibility of their being so atrocious. 
It may be of use to remind such, that 
there was a time when Mr. A. would 
have been as much shocked at such a 
thought as they can be; — that nature in 
them is the same as it was in Mr. A. ; — 
that Mr. A. and they came into the world 
entirely on a footing in that respect ; and 
that had they not been preserved, by One 
who alone made the difference (1 Cor. 
iv. 7), from the temptations that were let 
loose on the unhappy Mr. A , they would 
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hare been just as liable to plunge ifito 
the abyss of complicated misery -thait 
finally closed upon him ; and that there 
is no merit of their own in their escape, 
whatever their pride and self-^ifighteous^ 
ness may suggest.* 



• Mr. Newton, in the Omicron, and the 33<J Letter, 
on Man in his Fallen Ettate, after som^ general observa- 
tions, says — "The question here is not concerning this 
or that man, — a Nero or a Holiogabolus^ — but concern- 
ing human nature — the whole race of mankind ; the 
few excepted who are bom of God. 

** There is indeed a difference amongst men, but it is 
owing to the restraint of Divine Providence, without 
which earth Would be the very image of hell ; for the 
■talignity and wickedness of man by nature can be 
compared to nothing so properly as the devili A wolf 
or ft lion, white thained, cannot do so much mischief 
n if they were loose, but nature is the same in the 
whole species. Education and self-interest — fear and 
shamfr^huraan laWs, imd the power of God secretly 
working on the' mkid, though unconscious of its influ'. 
ence, combine to form many characfers that are ex- 
ternally decerit atid respectable; and even the most 
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Where, thexe k . buta-jpyirti turely 
such an esoape-^such &ooveiiantlile«sing, 

abandoned are generally under a restraint which pre- 
Tents them from manifesting a thousandth part of the 
wicjEednets that is in their hearts^ B«t the heart itself 
is universally deceitful and desperately wicked (Jer* 
xvii. 9). Children, if left to themselves, soon feel a 
gratification in torturing insects and animals; and 
what misery does the wanton cruelty of men inflict upon 
cocks, dogs, bulls, bears, and other creatures, which 
they seem to think were formed for no other end than 
to feast their savage spirits with their torments." 



Of all the passions tliat agitate the breast of man, 
that for gambling seems to be the most reckless of con- 
sequences, and the most ruthless as these consequences 
regard others. I am here reminded of another anec- 
dote I have met with somewhere. An unhappy man* 
or gentleman, according to that significant but much 
abused cognomen, having lost his last shilling at the 
gaming table, rushed into the presence of his Judge—a 
murderer — his hands reeking with his own blood,^- 
leaving a wl& and family in a state of utter deBtitution, 
without eveathe means of putting the mangled re- 
mains of what was once so dear to them in the ground. 
The unhappy widow petitioned his surviving aecom-. 
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superadded to the coHunta werded of 
every day life, cannot mies to fiin it into 
a Jlame of gratitude to the Lord, the 
keeper of thqi? who, tnictt in him— firMi 
whom Cometh aU their help — who'wiU 
not suffer their feet to he moy^^aud 
who preserves their g^mg antyiaiid Mbaat 
coming in from this time, fortbi and ikst 
evermore (Psalm ^xku}: and" I think -if 
is to be regretted diat Mr. Cowp^r, w^h 
a text of such melancholy adaptation^ did 
not devote the energies of his piolifie 
mind to the embellishment and improvef 
ment of Mr. A.'s case, so {M*egnant with 
edification to the vast numbers of those 
called Christians, who, though possessing 

ptices in the work of mutual plunder, for a pittance 
sufficient for that purpose ; to which appeal the heart- 
less, cold-blooded answer was, — " 0, we have done with 
Mm "/ 
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perhaps moral and religious advantages 
of a - superior order, have hot yet laid 
the supremely interesting subjects 6{ 
death, judgment, and eternity, seriously 
to heart — den}dng them as intruders 
whenever they' sought admittance, as I 
know from ei^erience. Let such beware 
lest a day oome>-**^a day with calsunity in 
its wings, when, in spite of the bars and 
bolts opposed to such visitors by unre- 
newed nature, they msLy force an entrance 
when there is the least preparation for 
the entertainment of guests that stand so 
little upon ceremony, 

A. G. 
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